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Organic Livestock Plan (OLP) – Grass-fed Module
Quality Certification Services (QCS)

5700 SW 34th Street, Suite 349, Gainesville FL 32608
phone 352.377.0133 / fax 352.377.8363

www.qcsinfo.org


	Organic Livestock Plan (OLP) – Grass-fed Module

	BACKGROUND. This Module collects information needed to assess compliance with the Certified Grass-Fed Organic Dairy Standard and Certified Organic Grass-Fed Organic Meat Standard, as applicable, for operations certified (or concurrent applicants for certification) to the USDA National Organic Program.  These Standards enlarge the duration of the animal’s grazing time to ensure its feed comes solely from foraging, stored forages and minor amounts of additional plant-based materials and nutrient vitamins and minerals; and exclude grain and grain-derived feed and feed products.  
INSTRUCTIONS. Complete this Module if you are requesting certification to the Organic Plus Trust (OPT) Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program with your Organic Livestock Plan (OLP) and all applicable fees, including the additional fee for Grass-Fed certification.  Submit all documents to QCS by e-mail to apply@qcsinfo.org or by mail to the address listed above.    You must provide notice of any material change in the status of the operation or its animals to QCS during the certification cycle. Maintain a copy of the completed application for your own records to ensure that the submitted plan is consistent with practices on your operation

	Legal name of Entity:
     


	Operation Name (dba):
     



	QCS Entity No.:
     


     



	Name of person completing this form:      


	Date:      




	1. Do you have a copy of the OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program Policy Manual and applicable Standards (Dairy or Meat Animal Production and Product Handling)?    No Yes    
2. Have you reviewed and do you understand the policies and applicable standards?  No   Yes    


	OLP-GF 1: Organic Grass-Fed Herd(s)

	A. DAIRY HERD
Complete this section separately for each distinct herd managed by your operation requesting Grass-Fed certification, including herds in transition. Make copies of this section if necessary.  Each herd’s animals must be listed on the Herd/Livestock List in the OLP - Dairy Module.
1. Herd Name (if applicable – for operation’s with multiple herds):                                          
2. Are all animals (to be) milked at this operation, or at any single site of a multi-site operation, managed in accordance with the OPT Grass-Fed program described in this application?          No   
If no, please explain:  Yes    
3. Describe the origin of grass-fed organic dairy animals.  Once certified, each animal must be maintained under the Grass-fed Standard throughout its life at the operation.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dairy herd is currently certified to OPT Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program.  Describe origin below.
Attach OPT Grass-Fed Organic certificate if herd is certified by an agency other than QCS.   Attached
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Herd completed transition to grass-fed production on this operation on date:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grass-fed herd was purchased on date:                   from:                                 Purchase record attached
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Organic dairy herd is currently in-transition (90 days) to Grass-Fed.  Transition began on this date:                       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dairy herd will start 90 day transition to Grass-Fed on this date:           
4. What sources are planned for new and/or replacement of grass-fed animals? (Check all that apply)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 (A) Born on farm and maintained under the Grass-fed Standard throughout life at this operation
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 (B) Purchase replacement livestock certified Organic and to the Grass-fed Standard

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 (C) Purchase certified organic replacement animals that are not certified to the Grass-fed Standard when certified Grass-fed animals are not commercially available (per A & B above).  All animals complete a 90-day transition under grass-fed management before milk can be sold as “Grass-fed Organic.”

5. Have you purchased any replacement animals for the Grass-Fed herd since your last application?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, complete the table below and submit applicable records:
Description

# of head

Purchase date

Source (Name and location)

Status 
     
     
     
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified Grass-fed at time of purchase
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transitioned.  Starting date:          Ending date:      
     
     
     
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified Grass-fed at time of purchase
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transitioned.  Starting date:          Ending date:      
     
     
     
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified Grass-fed at time of purchase
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transitioned.  Starting date:          Ending date:      
Attach the following records for all purchased livestock added to grass-fed herd:
a. For all purchased livestock:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Purchase receipt   FORMCHECKBOX 
 List of livestock
b. If Grass-fed at time of purchase, also submit:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Grass-fed Organic certificate

c. If transitioned to grass-fed after purchase, also submit:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 List of at least 3 certified Grass-Fed Organic certified operations contacted in search of replacement animals to demonstrate that grass-fed dairy animals were not commercially available.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Records demonstrating that no milk was sold as Grass-fed Organic during the 90 day transition period.

6. For weaned dairy animals under 6 months old, do you ever feed, or plan to feed grain on a non-routine basis before December 31, 2020?   No      If yes, complete the questions below. Yes    
a. Why is grain fed or to be fed?      
b. List dates and amounts fed.      
c. Attach records (feed and/or health) showing non-routine use.   Attached
d. Will practice grain feeding weaned dairy animals under six months of age be discontinued no later than December 31, 2020  No Yes    

	B. MEAT ANIMAL HERD

Complete this section separately for each distinct organic grass-fed meat animal herd managed by your operation, including herds in transition. Make copies of this section if necessary.  Each herd identified must correspond to the herd list in the OLP – Meat-Fiber Module, or OLP - Dairy Module (if selling organic dairy animals as slaughter stock).
1. Herd Name:                                          
2. Please confirm your operation understands and meets all necessary criteria for origin of grass-fed livestock by checking the applicable boxes below.  Each meat animal from this herd intended to be represented as certified Grass-Fed organic:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Is compliant with 7 CFR §205.236

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Was born at this or another operation certified to the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Standard prior to the animal’s birth
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Is maintained to the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Standard throughout its entire life
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Is identified in the Herd List on the applicable Organic Livestock Plan module as grass-fed eligible

3. Have you purchased any replacement “Grass-fed Organic” meat animals since your last application?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, complete the table below and attach purchase documents (receipts and grass-fed certificates)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attachment

Description

# of head

Purchase date

Source (Name and location)

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     



	OLP GF-2: Feed for Grass-Fed Livestock

	All applicants must complete this section.

	A. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
Diets for weaned animals must consist solely of allowed and restricted feedstuffs specified at Section V. of the Grass-fed Standards. Pre-weaned animals may also be fed organic milk.   

1. Are specific rations fed to each group of livestock documented throughout the year?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
2. Are all rations and supplements fed to weaned animals free of prohibited grains and grain by-products (including but not limited to corn, soybeans, small grains, and distillers grains), concentrates, meals, pelleted feed, and any other non-forage based feedstuff not expressly allowed under the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program? (with the exception of the temporary grain allowance for weaned dairy animals under six months)   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
3. All bedding must be listed in the Organic Livestock Plan. Is bedding free of grain and other prohibited inputs?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	B. GRAZING REQUIREMENTS

Grass-fed animals older than six months must be grazed throughout the entire grazing season for the geographical region, which shall be not less than 150 days per calendar year, and must provide not less than 60% of each animal’s dry matter intake (DMI) from grazing, averaged throughout the grazing season. 
1. List the minimum number of days livestock will be grazed (planned) during the annual grazing season?      
If there are differenced in groups of livestock, list in the table below.

Lactating cows

Dry cows

Heifers

Weaned animals (over 6 months of age)

Breeder stock

     
     
     
     
     
2. How does your operation meet the requirement to graze all animals throughout the entire grazing season?      
3. Does the DMI Intake Calculation Worksheet portion of the Organic Livestock Plan (OLP) show that each animal managed under the Grass-Fed Program receives not less than 60% of its dry matter intake (DMI) from grazing, average throughout the grazing season?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
4. How does your pasture management allow for pasture rest and regrowth?      
5. How does your pasture management plan prevent overgrazing?      
6. How is shade provided during hot weather? (check all that apply)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 In pasture   FORMCHECKBOX 
 In barn   FORMCHECKBOX 
 In loafing shed


	C. ALLOWED FEEDSTUFFS
Check all of the allowed feedstuffs fed to weaned animals.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 None
A. Grazed organic forages:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Annual grasses

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Forbs

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Perennial grasses

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Brassicas

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Legumes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Browse

B. Grazed organic vegetative-stage cereal grain plants

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Corn in pre-tassel stage

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soybeans prior to bloom

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small and cereal grains pre-boot stage

C. Harvested organic  forages and harvested vegetative-stage cereal grain crops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Corn in pre-tassel stage

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Soybeans prior to bloom

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small and cereal grains pre-boot stage



	D. ALLOWED BUT RESTRICTED GRAIN-FREE FEEDSTUFFS

No more than a single restricted grain-free feedstuff is allowed per day. Describe all restricted grain-free feedstuffs used to supplement the diet of weaned livestock and list each feed and amount fed on the DMI Calculation Worksheet in the applicable module of the Organic Livestock Plan. (Check all that apply)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 None 

	Grain-free feedstuff
	Daily Limit
	Maximum Amount Fed (Lbs./animal/day)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Stored forage cube or pellet
	Not more than 0.5% of an animal’s body weight (maximum 5 lbs.)
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified organic forage grown in fodder sprout systems
	Not more than 1.75% of an animal’s body weight, up to maximum of 20 lbs./day
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified organic beet pulp
	5 lbs. dry matter/day (92% DM) - 5.43 lbs./day as fed
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified organic sugar beets
	5 lbs. dry matter/day (20% DM) - 25 lbs./day as fed
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified organic carrot pulp
	5 lbs. dry matter/day (92% DM) - 5.43 lbs./day as fed
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified organic citrus pulp
	5 lbs. dry matter/day (92% DM) - 5.43 lbs./day as fed
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified organic sugar cane molasses
	4 lbs. dry matter/day (88% DM) - 4.55 lbs/day as fed
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified organic dry sugar
	4 lbs./day (100% DM)
	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Certified organic kelp
	No limit – free choice

	E. ALLOWED BUT RESTRICTED GRAIN-FREE MINERAL AND VITAMIN NUTRIENTS

A weaned animal’s diet may be supplemented by nutrient vitamins and mineral materials permitted in organic production so long as they are required to maintain animal, rumen and nutritional health and free of grains and grain carriers.

1. List all feed additives containing salt, other minerals and vitamin nutrients fed to grass-fed livestock, and attach a label for all products not previously approved by QCS for grass-fed livestock. These products must also be listed in the Inputs section of the Organic Livestock Plan.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 None    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Label(s) attached
Product  Name 

Why is this product needed to maintain animal, rumen and nutritional health?

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     



	OLP GF-3: Animal Welfare

	All applicants must complete this section
1. Does your operation participate in the welfare assessment conducted under the Farmers Assuring Responsible Management (FARM) Program as required in the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program Policy Manual?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
a. If yes, attach documentation of participation.  Attached

b. If no, documentation of participation must be provided prior to grass-fed certification.
2. Do you understand that your operation may not withhold prohibited or restricted feed sources to maintain the certification status of an animal when needed to maintain the health of the animal?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
3. Have you any allowed but restricted grain-free feedstuffs to any livestock in excess of the volume restrictions to restore health since your previous grass-fed inspection (or since the start of grass-fed management for new operations)?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  
If yes, complete the table below. 
Animal ID/Name

Indication of Substandard Health 

e.g. abnormal growth pattern, declining body score, unusual decline in milk production, abnormal maternal instincts, etc.

Restricted feedstuff fed in excess of daily limit

Duration of feed treatment

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
For each event listed above, attach the documented finding of substandard health showing, recorded by your operation or by a licensed veterinarian, indicating the animal ID/name and date of finding.   Attached


	OLP GF-4: Handling and Labeling of Grass-fed Certified Products

	All applicants must complete this section.

1. Does this operation handle any livestock or livestock products that are not included in this application for Grass-Fed certification?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
a. If yes, describe how your operation prevents commingling of feedstuffs, including feed additives, fed to grass-fed livestock with prohibited feedstuffs?       
b. If yes, describe how your operation segregates non-grass fed livestock and livestock products so that they are not represented as grass-fed?      
2. Does this operation label any livestock products?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
If yes, attach a copy of each label, and answer the following questions:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attachment

a. Does each product label include the statement “Certified Grass-Fed Organic [product class]”?   No Yes  
b. Do you intend to apply the Certified Grass-fed Organic product seal* to product labels?  No Yes  
* Operators may use the OPT Program Seal solely after entering into a licensing agreement directly with Organic Plus Trust (OPT). The licensing fee for use of the seal is set out in the licensing agreement executed between OPT and certified handler/processors, and will be paid directly to OPT.  The licensing agreement will be directly provided by OPT to each operation handling packaged grass-fed products.


	OLP GF-5: Loss of Certified Status

	All applicants must complete this section.

An individual animal loses its certified Grass-fed status if it is determined by the certifier that the animal:

· Was intentionally fed, or inadvertently received, more than a de minimis amount of non-compliant feed or feed product;

· Received healthcare materials prohibited under the National Organic Program or the Certified Grass-Fed Organic Dairy or Meat Standard (as applicable); 

· Failed otherwise to meet the requirements of organic certification or requirements of this standard.

1. Do you understand that you must provide notice to QCS within 10 calendar days if any animal is intentionally fed disallowed feedstuffs or who has inadvertently received more than de minimus amounts of prohibited feedstuffs and that any such animal will be permanently disqualified from the Grass-Fed program?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
2. List each animal managed by your operation since your last inspection that has lost its Grass-Fed certified status, and the reason.  Attach record showing exclusion of milk or meat (as applicable) from representation as Grass-Fed.

	Animal ID/ Name
	Herd Name 
(if applicable)
	Reason lost Grass-fed Status
	Date
	Record of exclusion from Grass-fed sale

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attached

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attached

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attached

	     
	     
	     
	     
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Attached
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