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I. Introduction  
 

A. Purpose 
 

The purpose of this Program Manual is to ensure the integrity of the OPT Certified       
Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program by providing guidance for consistent administration 
and Application of the Program through on-site audits and associated Certification 
processes.  
 

B. Terms 
 

The Organic Plus Trust Inc. (“OPT”) Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock and Handling 
Program© (hereinafter called “the OPT Grass-Fed Program”, “the Program”, or “this 
Program”) corresponds to, and supplements, the Certification requirements of the National 
Organic Program (“NOP”) for Livestock and Handling.2 As used throughout this Program 
Manual, “Organic” means certified Organic under the NOP. To meet the requirements of 
this Program, each Livestock Production and Handling Operation (“Operation”) must be 
certified Organic by an NOP-Accredited Certifying Agent (“ACA”). Once ACAs are 
Accredited by OPT, they are referred to as “OPT Certifiers.” Only OPT Certifiers can 
Certify that Operations have met the requirements of the OPT Grass-Fed Program.  

 
C. Definitions  
  
The governing definitions for this Program are those appearing at 7 C.F.R. §205.2 and 
those in Appendix A of the OPT Grass-fed Program standards.  When the word is 
denoted with an initial capital letter, it is defined in Appendix A. Unless specified 
otherwise, these definitions apply to each Application of the OPT Grass-Fed Program 
Standards and governance requirements imposed on or by OPT Certifiers.  

 
 
II. Governance Guidelines for Certification Services and Certificates of Compliance  

  
A. Eligibility for Certification  
  
Operations achieving Certification by OPT Certifiers under the OPT Grass-Fed Program 
shall be described as “OPT Grass-Fed Certified” (or “OPT GF-Certified”) or having 
received “OPT Grass-Fed Certification” throughout this Program Manual. 

 
  

 
2 See e.g., 7 C.F.R. Part 205 “National Organic Program.”  

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.2
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/part-205
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1. Operations  
  
This OPT Grass-Fed Program is open to any Livestock Production or Livestock 
product Handling Operation, that is presently certified Organic by an ACA under the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Organic Program (“NOP”), or eligible to 
concurrently be Certified under the NOP and the OPT Grass-Fed Program.  
  

2. Livestock  
  
Eligible Livestock are solely those animals under the ownership of the applicant 
Operation at the time of the initiation of the OPT Grass-Fed Program per Section 
II(B)(1)(b) of the Standards. 
  

3. Dairy and Meat Products 
 

Eligible dairy or meat Livestock products are solely those which derive from animals 
of an OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operation and which are Handled in accordance with 
Section XII of the OPT Grass-Fed Program Manual and section X of the Standards. 

  
B. Governance of the Transition Period and the Prohibition on Commingled 

Livestock 
  

1. Dairy Animals 
 

The OPT Certifier shall ensure each applicant Organic Dairy Livestock Production 
Operation is provided with Notice:  

  
a. Of the Transition requirements referred to at III(3) of The OPT Grass-Fed Dairy 

Standard prior to initiation of the Transition period, and the OPT Certifier shall 
ensure that its records demonstrate the Operation successfully completed the 
required Transition period; and   

 
b. That the OPT Certified Operation may not operate a non-OPT certified dairy 

Livestock Production site in conjunction with, or at the same Production site, as 
an OPT GF-Certified Operation; and  

 
c. That non-OPT Certified and OPT Certified dairy Livestock or product shall not 

be commingled and must be physically separated and identified except that 
Organic Livestock may be placed at an OPT Grass-Fed-Certified Operation 
under the terms set forth in Section III(3) of the OPT Grass-Fed Standard; and 

 
d. That a Handler Processing non-OPT GF products in conjunction with, or at the 

same Production Site as OPT Certified products be identified as a Split Operation 
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and there must be a written Segregation policy describing how OPT GF-Certified 
products are segregated from non-OPT GF Certified products.  

 
2. Meat Animals 

 
The OPT Certifier shall ensure each applicant Organic Meat Production Operation is 
provided with Notice that: 

  
a. The OPT Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Standard does not permit Transition of 

meat animals. 
 

b.   Meat animals must be born at or purchased from an OPT Certified Grass-Fed 
Operation. 

  
c.   Split Operations must always maintain physical Segregation and/or 

identification of the two groups of animals and their products. The Operation 
must maintain a written Segregation policy describing how OPT GF-certified 
Livestock are segregated from non-OPT Livestock and/or products.  

 
3. Split Operations 

 
Livestock raised in any OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operation must be Segregated from 
non-OPT Livestock  at all times.  

 
a. Parallel and Split Operations 

 
OPT Dairy Animals of the same species are not eligible as Parallel Production 
Operations. Meat operations may be Parallel and/or Split Operations. OPT Grass-
Fed Certified  Livestock and non-OPT Certified Livestock must be separate and 
distinctly managed. 

 
It is incumbent upon the OPT Certifier to determine if and how the Operation has 
excluded the animals or products under non-OPT Certified Production at the 
Operation that are not compliant with the OPT Grass-Fed Program. 

 
C. Certification Services Governance  
  
Certification Services are delivered under this Program (1) in general accordance with the 
process set forth in NOP Guidance No. 2601 (Mar. 20, 2024) styled “The Organic 
Certification Process,” and specifically (2) the Certification Services Agreement and this 
Program Manual.3   

  
 

3 See e.g., Appendix E Federalism Principles  

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2601.pdf
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D. Application for Certification Services  
  
An Application for Certification Services under The OPT Grass-Fed Program may be 
submitted to any OPT Certifier in a form and upon a procedure established in the applicable 
OPT Certification Service Materials or the OPT Ancillary Materials.  An Application shall 
always bear a date and the signature of the Operation’s Responsible Person attesting to the 
accuracy of the information provided.   

  
E. Certificates of Compliance Issued by OPT Certifiers  
  

1. General  
 

Each Certificate of Compliance with the OPT Grass-Fed Program (“OPT Grass-Fed 
Certificate”) awarded by an OPT Certifier to an Operation shall be issued using the 
OPT GF Certificate generator of the OPT Web Portal. The OPT GF Certificate may 
be modified to contain marks of the OPT Certifier if such modification is accepted by 
OPT prior to use.  

 
2. OPT Certification Term4   

   
The OPT Grass-Fed Certification term shall be continuous, may run concurrent with 
the Operation’s Organic Certification period and include an expiration date no later 
than fifteen months from the date of issuance. Certification issue date shall resume 
from the date of expiration of the most recently expiring certificate or start on the date 
of the Certification decision for initial applicants.  

  
a. Initial Certification 

  
The first time an Operation is Certified under The OPT Grass-Fed Program, the 
Operation should apply for and receive an OPT Grass-Fed Inspection concurrent 
with the Operation’s Organic Inspection and Certification.  

 
If the initial Application for Certification is submitted for Inspection on a timeline 
not concurrent with the Operation’s Organic Inspection, the Certifier shall: 

 
i. Perform an out-of-sync On-Site Inspection and issue a certificate starting 

at the date of Certification decision; or 
 

 
4 OPT notes the NOP Instruction No. 2603: “Certificates” (Mar. 20, 2024) is a general guide to reading 
certificates under the NOP, but the OPT GF Certificate of Compliance has a fixed expiration date, and the OPT 
Grass-Fed Program Materials expressly recognize procedures for extension that are not identical to those under 
the NOP.   

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2603.pdf
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ii.  Request that OPT conduct a desk audit of the Operation and provide to OPT 
all necessary Certification materials in order to conduct the audit.  OPT 
will issue a certificate starting at the date of Certification decision. A desk 
audit may be requested by the Certifier or the applicant Operation. 

 
 In either case, the Operation must apply to the Certifier for renewal within the 
following calendar year in order to harmonize the Certification Terms of the 
Organic and OPT Grass-Fed Programs.  

  
b. Renewal of Certification 

  
Renewal of an OPT GF-Certified Operation’s Certification may be granted upon 
timely completion of the requirements set forth in the applicable OPT Grass-Fed 
Certification Service Materials, provided that renewal of Certification shall in all 
cases occur prior to the original date of expiration or by the date any applicable 
period of extension has elapsed.  
 
A renewal Certificate of Compliance may be issued for the new Certification term 
upon the OPT Certifier’s review and acceptance of an Operation’s signed renewal 
Application materials.  

 
A renewal Certificate of Compliance shall bear the date of renewal issuance and 
a new expiration date following the rules of Continuous Certification. 

 
An On-Site Inspection must occur at least once per calendar year 5 . If the 
Operation does not successfully achieve or renew Certification, the OPT Grass-
Fed Certificate may be suspended.  

 
An OPT Certifier must immediately report all Certification decisions, including 
denials, suspensions, surrenders and revocations, to OPT via the OPT Portal. A 
certified Operation’s surrender acknowledgement of their Organic certification 
may provide sufficient documentation as the surrender acknowledgement of their 
grass-fed certification.  

 
There is no restriction on how soon a renewal inspection may occur. A Certifier 
may choose to perform a renewal Inspection early in the Certification period in 
order to harmonize the OPT GF Certification Term with the Operation’s Organic 
Certification Term.  

 

 
5 Harmonization with NOP 205.406(b) “The certifying agent must arrange and conduct an on-site 
inspection, pursuant to § 205.403, of the certified operation at least once per calendar year.” 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-7/section-205.403
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If a certifier loses its Accreditation to the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Livestock 
Program OPT shall be responsible for ensuring that Inspection and Certification 
occurs for affected Certified Operations.  

 
3. Extensions to Expiration Dates 

 
In extenuating circumstances, OPT Certifiers may extend the period in which an OPT 
Grass-Fed Certificate of Compliance is valid: 

 
a. The date of expiration appearing on an OPT GF Certificate of Compliance may 

be reset for up to sixty days upon a determination by the OPT Certifier that the 
OPT GF-Certified Operation has demonstrated that Good Cause exists, or the 
OPT Certifier on its own determination finds that Good Cause exists, for resetting 
the date of expiration; and  

  
b. The new date of expiration entered under 4(a) may be reset for an additional 

thirty days, upon a determination by the OPT Certifier that Exceptional 
Circumstances exist, provided that in either case, the OPT Certifier timely alerts 
OPT of the reset date of expiration date; and  

  
c. In no event shall an OPT GF Certificate of Compliance be valid for more than 

eighteen consecutive months from the date of first issuance; and  
  

d. An expired or surrendered OPT GF Certificate of Compliance is invalid, and all 
rights thereunder are extinguished.  

  
F. No Appeal of Expired or Voluntarily Surrendered Certificates  
  
A denial of a request for resetting the expiration date by extension may be appealed under 
Policy Manual Section XVI. However, an OPT Grass-Fed Certificate of Compliance 
rendered invalid by expiration or voluntary Certificate surrender is final and may not be 
appealed. The sole remedy for an expired or surrendered OPT GF Certification is to re-
apply for OPT GF Certification.  

  
G. Consequences of Expiration  
  
If an OPT GF Certificate of Compliance is allowed to expire it is, on the next business day, 
invalid. Thereafter, products of that OPT GF-Certified Operation, including Livestock of 
a Production Operation or processed products of a Handler, may not be transacted bearing 
the Licensed Trademarks or other marketing designations suggesting Certification to this 
OPT Grass-Fed Program or compliance therewith except that:   
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1. products that have entered the stream of commerce prior to the next business day 
after expiration shall not automatically be considered invalidly labeled and absent 
circumstances posing irreparable harm to the OPT Grass-Fed Program or human, 
animal, or environmental well-being, no action by the OPT Certifier is required; and  
 

2. OPT may, in its sole discretion, make an irreparable harm determination on its own 
recognizance, or upon request from a materially affected party, including an OPT 
Certifier.  

 
III. Governance of the Source and Identity of Livestock Requirements  

  
A. Use of the Farm Herd List  
  
The principle administrative tool for ensuring compliance with the OPT Grass-Fed 
Program’s source and identity of Livestock requirements is accurate compilation and use 
of the Farm Herd List. OPT Certifiers shall ensure that each OPT GF-Certified Operation 
adds animals, following initial Certification, to its Farm Herd List solely with those born 
at or purchased from OPT GF-Certified Operations unless the exception appearing at 
Section III(B) of the OPT Grass-Fed Program Manual is applicable. If the exception is 
applicable, the subject animal may be the offspring of an animal that is Organic or the 
offspring of a dairy animal that at the time of birth is at an OPT GF-Certified Operation 
that is in Transition under the OPT Grass-Fed Program.  

  
B. Governance of the “Commercially Unavailable” Exception  

  
The “Commercially Unavailable” exception to the requirement that all animals must be 
born on or obtained from an OPT GF-Certified Organic Operation applies to dairy animals. 
An OPT Certifier should consider all the facts and circumstances in deciding whether 
animals with the Operation’s Animal Attributes are available commercially, meaning 
reasonably obtainable in an amount of time and of the quality and quantity needed to fulfill 
the needs of the Livestock Production Operation. The OPT Certifier must confirm that the 
OPT GF-Certified Operation has reasonably avoided reliance upon this exception. 
 
Reasonableness shall be assessed by initially considering the applicable factors set forth in 
NOP Guidance 5029 (March 4, 2013) (“Seeds, Annual Seedlings, Planting Stock in 
Organic Crop Production”) except, OPT GF-Certified Operations may properly consider 
the cost of an animal and its transportation cost separately when choosing the source of the 
replacement animals. Welfare implications of transportation of an animal is also a relevant 
factor. Such concerns must be reported to, and documented by, the OPT Certifier. Other 
factors may be advanced by an OPT GF-Certified Operation and considered by an OPT 
Certifier and in the event such factor is relied upon by the OPT Certifier in determining the 
applicability of the exception, the OPT Certifier shall document its reliance and explain its 
reasoning.  Documented reliance on such additional factor(s) will be evaluated by OPT on 
a case-by-case basis.  

https://www.ccof.org/planting-stock-guidance-nop#:%7E:text=On%20February%2028%2C%202013%2C%20the,sourced%20and%20treated%2C%20and%20specifying
https://www.ccof.org/planting-stock-guidance-nop#:%7E:text=On%20February%2028%2C%202013%2C%20the,sourced%20and%20treated%2C%20and%20specifying
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C. Appealability of Commercially Unavailable Determinations  
  
OPT Certifier determinations that the Commercially Unavailable exception is inapplicable 
are appealable by the OPT GF-Certified Operation.  

  
IV. Grazing Requirements  

  
With regard to determining compliance with the grazing requirements for weaned animals 
older than six months, OPT Certifiers should use the same principles and practices as those 
set forth in the NOP Guidance No. 5017 (Series 5017-1 to 5017-7), “Dry Matter Intake 
Information for Access to Pasture” (2011)6. 

  
If the NOP templates for determining DMI are used by the OPT Certifier, the templates 
should be adapted to reflect the specific grazing requirements of Section IV of the OPT 
Grass-Fed Program Standards.  Each form or template developed by an OPT Certifier shall 
be submitted and accepted by OPT in accordance with the Certification Services 
Agreement.  
 

V. Livestock Diet: Background and Allowed, Restricted and Prohibited Feedstuffs  
 
A. Background 

 
1. Application of Organic Principles under the OPT Grass-Fed Program  

  
Section V of the OPT Grass-Fed Standards categorizes Feedstuffs as allowed, 
restricted, and prohibited. These terms are to be applied in a manner generally 
consistent with the NOP’s Application of the same terms. OPT Certifiers must 
verify that all Forage, Feed, and Feed Supplements are permissible in identity, 
content, and quantity under The OPT Grass-Fed Program, and shall use the same 
oversight mechanisms that are generally used to discharge the same duties under 
the NOP.  

 
2. Hybrid male sterile crops, such as Japanese millet, Sterile Corn, 

Sorghum/Sudangrass and other C4 crops that are not intended to produce Grain, 
may be grazed and harvested without restriction, provided that the crop purity is 
maintained. Producers should make an effort to ensure cross pollination does not 
impact the purity of the sterile crop and, if purity cannot be maintained then time 
of harvest shall adhere to Standard section V(A)(2)and(3).  

 
 

6 NOP Guidance Documents 5017-1 to 5017-7 have been removed from the NOP Handbook as of March 2024 and 
are now located here: Organic Recordkeeping: Guides, Templates and Other Resources | Agricultural Marketing 
Service (usda.gov) 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Program%20Handbk_TOC.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/organic-records#LivestockFeed
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/organic-records#LivestockFeed
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3. OPT Certifiers may rely upon: 
 

• NOP Instruction No. 2615, “Organic System Plans, Organic System Plan 
Updates, and Notification of Changes” (Mar. 20, 2024)  
 

• NOP Guidance No. 5025, “Commingling and Contamination Prevention in 
Organic Production and Handling” (July 22, 2011) 
 

§ 205.103, § 205.201, § 205.406(a) and OILC Course NOP-140 Recordkeeping.   
 

a. Restatement of Organic Principles  
  

The centrality of the use of proper Feedstuffs to the OPT Grass-Fed Program bears 
some restating of NOP’s Organic requirements.  OPT GF-Certified Organic Producers 
must provide Livestock Feed pursuant to 7 C.F.R. §205.237, which states that 
agricultural ingredients included in the ingredients list for Livestock Feed products 
must be certified Organic. Pasture and range used for Feed and Forage must be also 
Organic.  All Forages, Feed, and Feed Supplements must be listed in the Organic 
System Plan (“OSP”), as required at 7 C.F.R. §205.201(a)(2). Certifying agents must 
verify that all Forages, Feed ingredients, formulated Feed products, bulk Feed 
products, Feed Supplements, and Feed Additives fed to Organic Livestock comply 
with the USDA Organic regulations (7 C.F.R. §205.402(a)(1); §205.237).  These NOP 
Practice Standards are binding under the OPT Grass-Fed Program.  

 
b. Specific Provisions of the NOP Dairy Whole-Herd Transition Allowance. 

 
Under the NOP, a unified group of dairy Livestock Transitioning to Organic all at the 
same time on a farm is exempt from the 100% Organic Feed requirement in that these 
Transitioning cows can be fed crops and Forage from land in its third and final year of 
Transition to Organic if that land is included in the farm’s ACA-approved OSP. The 
crops and Forage fed must have been grown only on land free of prohibited substances 
for at least the 24 months prior to harvest/use of the Feed. Under the OPT Grass-Fed 
Program, such crops and Forage may not contain Grain. In other words, these 
"third-year Transitional" non-Grain crops and Forage may be consumed by dairy 
animals in an OPT Grass-Fed Certified dairy Operation up until the last 90 days of this 
third year of Transition to Organic, at which point only Organic crops and Forage that 
meets the OPT Grass-Fed Program requirements of this Section can be fed to cattle. 
 

  

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2615.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/5025.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.237
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.201
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.402
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.237
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c. Use of a Written Supplement to the OSP and Detailed Records Review  
  

The OSP is not only a collection of NOP Practice Standards but is also a predictive 
tool.  Records need to be assessed against seasonal patterns and OPT Certifiers shall 
ensure that each OPT GF-Certified Operation’s OSP specifically details sources, 
composition and amounts of allowed and restricted Feedstuffs in compliance with 
the OPT Grass-Fed Program.  If the OPT Certifier does not require the OPT GF-
Certified Operation to submit and rely upon a written plan, the OPT Certifier must 
provide a review of the grazing practices and Feed purchase and use records that is 
sufficient to substantiate a finding that ongoing and future compliance is reasonably 
certain.  

 
B. Grain Prohibition 

 
This Program establishes additional requirements for Organic 7  Dairy Livestock 
Production under which each Organic Operation enlarges the duration of the animal’s 
grazing time to ensure its Feed comes solely from foraging, stored Forages and minor 
amounts of additional plant-based materials and nutrient vitamins and minerals. 
Unlike the federal NOP Practice Standards, the OPT Grass-Fed Dairy and Meat 
Standards exclude Grain and Grain-derived Feed and Feed products from the diets of 
Livestock. 

 
C. Allowed Feedstuffs  

 
Allowed Feedstuffs are listed in Section V(A) of the OPT Grass-Fed Standard.. Boot 
Stage and Late Boot Stage as defined in Appendix A are also described below. 
Targeted Grass stage development in Late Boot Stage8 

It is recommended to target the latest stage of seedhead development to support 
grass-fed production. The goal is to limit the amount of starch level present in the 
seedhead and to maximize forage quality. During the emergence of the seedhead 
at the late-boot stage, the plant gradually produces a fibrous stem to extend the 
seedhead. During this process, the protein and energy level of the forage lessens, 
while the fiber content rises. 

Cutting at the late-boot stage produces high-quality hay. Fiber digestibility is still 
significantly high, and all other nutritional parameters, including sugars, fatty 
acids and protein level. 

 
7 As used throughout this Standard, “Organic” means certified Organic under the NOP.  
8 Targeted Grass Stage Development in Late Boot Stage guidance courtesy of Dr. Silvia Abel-Caines, DVM, PhD, 
Staff Ruminant Nutritionist, CROPP Cooperative/Organic Valley. 
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The boot stage can be identified by running your fingers up and down the stalks of 
the plant and feeling for the bulge. You can even open the leaf sheaths to see the 
forming seed head within. During the boot stage, the tips of awns (stiff, bristle-like 
structures, often growing from the tip of a seed) begin to emerge from the sheath 
(Figures A and B). 

As the seed head forms within the stalk, it can resemble a leg within a boot. During 
late boot stage, much of the seed head is visible outside of the sheath, but the seed 
stalks have not yet begun to flower (Figure C). 

 
 

D. Allowed and Unrestricted Supplemental Feedstuffs  
 

Supplemental Feedstuffs that are allowed by The OPT Grass-Fed Program without 
restriction are listed in Table 1 of the Standards. Certifiers shall follow NOP 5030 
Guidance Evaluating Allowed Ingredients and Sources of Vitamins and Minerals For 
Organic Livestock Feed. 

 
E. Allowed but Restricted Feedstuffs 

 
1. Allowed but Restricted Meaning 

 
The Supplemental Feedstuffs that may be fed in limited amounts to Livestock 
Certified under The OPT Grass-Fed Program are cited in Table 2 of this section. 
The OPT Certifier’s duty is to ensure the restrictions are observed by records and 
direct observation of the OPT GF-Certified Operation. 
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2. Assessing Compliance with the Restricted Feedstuffs Section of The OPT Grass-
Fed Program  
 
Restricted feedstuffs are different than prohibited feedstuffs because it is the 
feeding practice that determines whether the use of the feedstuff is permissible. 
This means either that the restriction is properly observed by the operator or the 
restriction’s relaxation was properly determined. This is not as simple as finding 
prohibited feedstuffs during an inspection. 

 
Under the OPT Grass-Fed Program, Allowed but Restricted Feedstuffs may be 
consumed at any time of the year provided the mandatory preconditions to 
deploying restricted Feedstuffs is satisfied.  OPT Certifiers shall ensure that 
written plans, detailed records, and direct observations during inspection 
substantiate a finding that ongoing and that future compliance with the restrictions 
is reasonably certain.  In particular, OPT Certifiers should make specific findings 
that: 

 
a. Each use of restricted Grain-free Feedstuffs, even if routine, is necessary to 

support Livestock nutritional stability and rumen welfare; and  
 

b. The amount of Allowed but Restricted Energy Feedstuffs was strictly limited to 
supplemental amounts for a combined maximum of 5 lb. per day for cattle9; and  

 
c. The binding restrictions on the allowed daily amount in Table 2 of this section 

are demonstrably observed. 
 

3. The phrase “to support nutritional stability and rumen welfare” used in this 
section provides the OPT Certifier with discretion to address the aggregate impact 
of the daily use of restricted Feedstuffs.  The purpose is to determine whether the 
restricted Feedstuff frequency harms the Livestock or circumvents the purpose of 
the restrictions. Sometimes it is difficult to assess whether a restricted practice 
masks substandard management practices regarding OPT Grass-Fed Program 
requirements, e.g., best Pasture management practices.  Overuse of restricted 
Feedstuffs could be a material predictor of such deficiencies.  However, at present 
OPT does not impose any aggregate use limitation.  Thus, it is entirely permissible 
to routinely use the restricted Feedstuffs but not overuse them.  The touchstone of 
the OPT Grass-Fed Certification assessment is whether the OPT Certifier believes 
the authorization is being abused.  
 

F. Assessing Compliance with the OPT Restrictions on Use of Supplements   
 

9 At this time the Program has not set a maximum allowance per day for other types of ruminant animals (e.g., 
goats, sheep) and any materially affected parties are encouraged to submit a Petition.  



  
  

   15  
OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™ 
Program Manual v5.0_2025 

  

  
1. Adapting the NOP Approach   

  
The OPT Grass-Fed Program treats Feed Supplements, Feed additives, and vitamins 
or mineral products in the same manner as the NOP except, under this program such 
products are intended to be as free of Grain as is possible.  NOP Guidance No. 5030, 
“Evaluating Allowed Ingredients and Sources of Vitamins and Minerals for Organic 
Livestock Feed” (March 4, 2013) (“Supplement Guidance”) sets forth the basic legal 
framework for assessing Livestock Feed Supplements and vitamin and mineral 
products.  

  
2. Identifying the Contents of Supplements Prior to Inspection  

  
To facilitate the Application of this framework, OPT Certifiers should require all Feed 
Supplements, additives, vitamin, or mineral product Supplements10 to be listed in the 
OPT GF-Certified Operation’s Application or a supplemental OSP before the On-Site 
Inspection is performed.  

  
3. Use of Grain Carriers in Livestock Supplement and Vitamin Products   

  
Organic and non-Organic Livestock Supplements, vitamin, and mineral mixes (“Feed 
Supplement products”), whether available commercially over the counter or custom- 
blended, that contain Grain or Grain-derived Carriers are allowed provided they are 
fed according to labeled feeding instructions. 
 
The OPT Certifier shall confirm that the Operation’s use of the Supplement product 
containing Grain or Grain-derived Carriers is not intended to circumvent the 
prohibition on the use of Grain in the Certified animal’s diet. 

 
G. Restrictions on Implementing the Temporary Health and Welfare Exception  

 
In accordance with the OPT focus on animal well-being, an OPT GF-Certified Operation, 
upon a documented finding of compromised animal health or welfare, may temporarily 
disregard the daily restrictions on the amount of non-Grain Supplemental Feedstuffs.   
  

1. OPT Certifiers shall implement this subsection in accordance with the practices 
described in NOP Instruction No. 2615, “Organic System Plans, Organic System 
Plan Updates, and Notification of Changes” (Mar. 20, 2024), § 205.103, § 205.201, 
§ 205.406(a) and OILC Course NOP-140 Recordkeeping..  Adapting the principles 
of these documents to the OPT Grass-Fed Program should ensure that the 

 
 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/5030.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2615.pdf
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authorization to disregard the daily restrictions on restricted Feed sources is not 
abused or being used to mask a more systemic failure of management practices.  

  
H. Implementing the OPT Grass-Fed Program Feed Prohibitions, Assessing the Need 
 for Animal or Animal Product Disqualifications  

  
1. Consistent with NOP   

  
Prohibited Feedstuffs or feeding practices shall be assessed in the same manner and in 
accordance with the oversight mechanisms currently used by ACAs in assessing 
whether disallowed Feedstuffs are used on Organic Livestock Operations.  The 
principal method of oversight is the annual On-Site Inspection. However, OPT 
Certifiers should stress to responsible parties at OPT GF-Certified Operations that they 
have a duty to disclose the occurrence of prohibited Feedstuff consumption.  

  
2. Intentional Violations   

  
Intentional feeding of prohibited Feedstuffs or Feed Supplements, or intentional 
failure to comply with grazing requirements, shall result in disqualification of each 
affected animal. Such intentional actions shall result in suspension.  

  
3. Inadvertent Violations  

  
Inadvertent feeding of prohibited Feedstuffs or Feed Supplements, or inadvertent 
failure to comply with grazing requirements through operator oversight or negligence, 
may result in disqualification of each affected animal.  Such negligent or inadvertent 
actions may result in decertification proceedings.  

  
4. Proof and Specific Findings   

  
OPT Certifiers are directed to determine the extent of the departure from the 
Program’s requirements and make a specific finding thereon, specifically including a 
determination of intentional or negligent Noncompliance.   Proof sufficient to 
demonstrate grounds for disqualification or decertification may come from records 
of the OPT GF-Certified Operation, the absence of required records, or other clear 
and convincing evidence in possession of the OPT Certifier.  The finding, and the 
grounds upon which it is based, must be entered into the Certification record of the 
OPT GF-Certified Operation.    
 

5. Mandatory and Permissive Disqualification of Animals and Animal Products   
  

If the OPT Certifier finds intentional Noncompliance, disqualification of animals and 
animal products is mandatory and de-Certification proceedings shall be initiated.  If 
the OPT Certifier finds unintentional Noncompliance, disqualification of animals and 
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animal products is mandatory and de-Certification proceedings are discretionary and 
may be initiated.  If the OPT Certifier finds the unintentional Noncompliance to be no 
more than De Minimis, neither disqualification of animals or animal products is 
mandatory and de-Certification proceedings are not required. The impact on the OPT 
GF-Certified Operation’s Certification shall be determined separately by the OPT 
Certifier.  

  
6. An OPT Certifier should not consult with OPT when considering whether to 

disqualify animals or animal products or decertify an OPT GF-Certified Operation 
to ensure any appeal of the decision to OPT is untainted and free of pre-decisional 
bias.  

  
I. Variances from Program Standards  

  
1. OPT Certifiers may recognize Variances from Organic requirements that are issued 

by the NOP or other federally authorized entities and that apply to an OPT GF-
Certified Operation.  Such Variances may relieve parties from duties or 
responsibilities arising under the OPT Grass-Fed Program if the Variance in 
question addresses OPT-related duties and such duties are directly impacted by the 
issued Variance.   

  
2. Only the OPT may determine and issue a Variance for the OPT Grass-Fed Program 

that does not directly and unavoidably arise from NOP action, or a subsidiary 
governmental entities’ action that NOP accepts or recognizes.    
  

3. Types of Variance Petitions 
 

a. Variances for Individual OPT GF-Certified Operations 
 

OPT-issued Variances may be granted by OPT upon submission of a Petition from 
an affected person in a form and upon a procedure that is set forth in Section XVII 
of this Program Manual.   

 
b. OPT Certifier Variance Requests 

 
OPT Certifiers may submit Petitions seeking a Variance that would authorize it 
to apply the Variance to any Operation it certifies. In this circumstance the OPT 
Certifier shall demonstrate that the conditions underpinning the Variance request 
are sufficiently applicable to all the Operations to which it intends to apply the 
Variance and that such an authorization will serve The OPT Grass-Fed Program’s 
best interests by conserving administrative resources. 
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The key determination that an OPT Certifier must make prior to applying the 
general Variance to a specific Operation will be confirmation to the OPT that the 
mandatory preconditions for the Application of the Variance to a specific 
Operation are met. 

 
The OPT Certifier must submit a list of the Operations to which it believes the 
general Variance would apply and the required confirmation that the requisite 
facts were found by the OPT Certifier.  The OPT Certifier shall update an existing 
list each time a new Operation is added. 

  
VI.    Exclusion of Milk or Meat from Disqualified Livestock  

  
To ensure Livestock products from disqualified animals (or the animals themselves) do not 
enter the stream of commerce bearing the Licensed Trademarks or other indicia of OPT 
compliance, the following listed actions should be taken.  OPT Certifiers may decide 
measures in addition to, or in alignment with, the following actions to ensure the integrity 
of the meat and milk supply.  

  
A. Disqualified Dairy Animals Must be Removed from the OPT GF-Certified 

Operation  
  
The OPT GF-Certified Operation is required to notify its OPT Certifier of any occurrence 
of ingestion of non-compliant Feed. The OPT Certifier must determine if the animal(s) 
ingesting the non-compliant Feed is disqualified, and if the answer is yes, then the OPT 
Certifier must provide a written Notice of Disqualification identifying the specific 
animal(s) to the Certified Operation. That Certified Operation has up to 21 days to remove 
a dairy animal from the Operation following receipt of the Notice of Disqualification, and 
this animal must be segregated during this term.   

    
B. The Milk of Disqualified Dairy Animals Must be Segregated    
  
During the 21-day period following disqualification and before removal of the animal, any 
milk obtained from the disqualified animal shall be segregated from milk from compliant 
animals per section V(E)(2) of the standards. 

  
C. Disqualified Meat Animals May Remain on Site if a Split-Operation Exists  
  
A disqualified meat animal under the OPT Grass-Fed Program need not be removed from 
the site, provided that: 

 
1. The Producer operates a Split Operation, and the animal was removed from the OPT 

Grass-Fed Certified Operation; and 
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2. The OPT Certifier determines the records clearly account for this outcome and 
demonstrate the animal did not thereafter enter the stream of commerce bearing a 
Licensed Trademark or other marketing indications of compliance with the OPT 
Grass-Fed Program.  

  
VII.  Livestock Welfare, Healthcare and Living Conditions Requirements 
 

A. Welfare Practices 
  

1. The OPT Grass-Fed Certification Program requires livestock welfare practices that 
exceed those outlined in the NOP regulations. Third party animal welfare 
certification is encouraged, however the OPT Program understands that third party 
certification may not be accessible to all operations becoming certified to this 
standard.  
 

2. The option noted in section VII(A)(3) is applicable when an Aggregator handles the 
marketing of the certified products and conducts an animal care evaluation for each 
operation they contract with. A list of approved Aggregators will be published via 
email or in the OPT portal for certifier reference. Certified operations must submit 
an annual affirmation noted in Appendix B of the Standards verifying a continued 
contract with the Aggregator.  
 

3. The option referenced in section VII(A)(4) requires the certified operation include 
a licenses Veterinarian to verify the approved animal care protocol is practices. OPT 
recommends that farmers seeking this option use the Farmers Assuring Responsible 
Management (“FARM”) Animal Care Program as a resource to develop their 
protocols. Animal care protocols must be submitted by the Certifier to the OPT 
Program for approval. The affidavit noted in Appendix C of the Standards must be 
annually verified by the Certifier.  
 

4. The option referenced in section VII(A)(5) refers to Operations exempt from the 
compliance requirements. We are using USDA Economic Research Service (ERS) 
definition a Small Farm as a data driven benchmark to categorize a Small Farm. The 
goal is to offer an exemption to small operations who have a strong, direct customer 
base that offers a level of accountability to animal welfare concerns. Operations 
marketing their OPT certified products to a Direct To Consumer Market must 
provide verification per Appendix D of the Standards.  

 
If an OPT GF-Certified Operation is considered out of compliance with the welfare 
requirements it shall receive a Notice of Noncompliance from its OPT Certifier. 

 
VIII.   Livestock Healthcare  

  

http://www.nationaldairyfarm.com/animal-care#Standardsapp.
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A. No Specific Additional Practices  
  
At present, there are no OPT-specific healthcare practices (as that term is construed by the 
NOP) that differ from those imposed on Livestock Operations under the NOP Organic 
standards except, Feedstuff identity, quantity and availability requirements may vary 
depending on assessments of rumen health and nutritional stability at OPT Grass-Fed 
Certified Operations.  

  
B. No Prohibition on OPT Action in the Event of NOP Inaction  

  
The absence of a specific difference between the NOP and the OPT Grass-Fed Program 
does not in all cases mean the outcome of review of a healthcare practice will be identical.  
Nor does it mean that NOP acceptance of a practice or OPT Certifier decision necessarily 
and in all cases means OPT acceptance of the same practice or decision.  As noted in the 
Federalism Principles Section in this Program Manual, the OPT may act in the absence of 
action by the NOP on matters and questions arising under apparently identical standards.  
See: Appendix E, Section II.  

 
C. No Denial of Healthcare  

  
The requirement that Livestock never be denied necessary healthcare for the purpose of 
maintaining an animal’s programmatic status under the NOP, is identical under the OPT 
Grass-Fed Program: under the OPT Grass-Fed Program healthcare may not be denied 
preserving OPT status or eligibility.    

  
1. The same assessment and oversight mechanisms used by the OPT Certifier and 

accepted by the NOP to discharge the duty duties under the NOP are sufficient here.    
 

IX.   Livestock Living Conditions  
  
A. No Specific Additional Practices  
  
At present, other than increased grazing requirements, there are no OPT-specific Livestock 
living condition requirements (as that term is construed by the NOP) that specifically differ 
from those required by the NOP Organic Livestock standards, except that bedding provided 
to OPT GF-Certified Livestock cannot contain Grain.  The same oversight mechanisms 
that are used by the OPT Certifier to discharge the same duties under the NOP are 
appropriate, and findings of compliance for Certification under the NOP are sufficient to 
demonstrate compliance with The OPT Grass-Fed Program.  
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B. No Prohibition on OPT Action in the Event of NOP Inaction  
  
The absence of a specific difference between the NOP and The OPT Grass-Fed Program 
does not in all cases mean the outcome of review of a living condition or related practice 
will be identical.  Nor does it mean that NOP acceptance of a practice or OPT Certifier 
decision necessarily and in all cases means OPT acceptance of the same practice or 
decision.  As noted in the Federalism Principles Section in this Program Manual, the OPT 
may act in the absence of action by the NOP on matters and questions arising under 
apparently identical Standards.  See: Appendix E, Section II.  

  
X.    Pasture Management Plan  

  
A.  Written Pasture Management Plan  
  
The OPT Certifier shall require each applicant Operation to submit a written Pasture 
management plan and shall assess the correlate OPT Grass-Fed Livestock Standards that 
ensure its efficacy at the time of inspection.  Taken together, these written materials, their 
corresponding records and their verification by direct observation should demonstrate that 
the Pasture management practices assure the available vegetative cover on an annual basis 
is sufficient to allow the Operation to meet the grazing requirements of the OPT Grass-Fed 
Program.   

  
OPT Certifiers should generally rely on the Guide for Organic Livestock Producers11, and 
within it: 
 

• “Guide for Organic Livestock Producers” (November 2012)  
 

• “CAP-138 Resource Inventory Supplement - Livestock Production” (April 
16, 2015).  
 

All forms and templates or written guidance provided to OPT GF-Certified Operations 
shall be submitted to the OPT for review and approval.  

  
XI.  Recordkeeping  

  
A. No Specific Additional Practices  

  
Although the OPT Grass-Fed Program imposes additional grazing requirements and 
specific limitations on the identity, quantity and frequency of Feedstuffs, Supplements, 
Feed Additives and vitamin products, and specific practices regarding disposition of non-

 
11 The Guide for Organic Livestock Producers has been moved from the NOP Handbook as of March 2024 to a new 
location at: Organic Recordkeeping: Guides, Templates and Other Resources | Agricultural Marketing Service 
(usda.gov) 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/organic-records#OrganicSystemPlans
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/organic-records#OrganicSystemPlans
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compliant animals and milk, and Split Operations, the purpose, form, and substance of 
recordkeeping is identical to that required for Organic Certification under the NOP.    
 

B. Reliance on NOP Guidance   
  

OPT Certifiers should follow NOP § 205.103, § 205.201, § 205.406(a) and OILC12 Course 
NOP-140 Recordkeeping.. Thus, the same recordkeeping practices that are accepted by 
OPT Certifier to discharge the same duties under the NOP are appropriate, and findings of 
compliance for Organic Certification under the NOP, provided any additional records 
required by The OPT Grass-Fed Program are maintained, are sufficient.   

  
C. No Prohibition on OPT Action in the Event of NOP Inaction  

  
The absence of a specific difference between the NOP and The OPT Grass-Fed Program 
does not in all cases mean the outcome of review of a recordkeeping practice will be 
identical.  Nor does it mean that NOP acceptance of a practice or OPT Certifier decision 
necessarily and in all cases means OPT acceptance of the same practice or decision.  As 
noted in the Federalism Principles Section in this Program Manual, the OPT may act in the 
absence of action by the NOP on matters and questions arising under apparently identical 
Standards.  See: Appendix E, Section II.  

  
D. Operation Reports  

  
OPT Certifiers should note that OPT may require an Operation Report be filed for any or 
all OPT GF-Certified Operations.  

  
XII.  Handling of Products from OPT Grass-Fed-Certified Operations  

  
OPT GF-Certified Handlers are required to maintain the integrity of products comprised of 
milk or meat from OPT GF-Certified Operations.  OPT Certifiers should use the following 
guidelines.   

  
A. Supplementation of Organic System Plan with OPT-Specific Practice Standards  
  
At present, Organic Handlers that also Handle Livestock products under the OPT Grass-
Fed Program shall be found in compliance by OPT Certifiers, provided each OPT GF-
Certified Operation’s Organic System Plan (“OSP”) is supplemented with specific practice 
standards governing the Handling of products comprised of agricultural ingredients from 
OPT GF-Certified Operations. 

  
 

12 OILC means “Organic Integrity Learning Center, an online training curriculum that supports the professional 
development and continuing education of organic certifiers, inspectors, reviewers, and other professionals working to 
protect organic integrity.” 
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B. Applicable NOP Provisions  
  
The OPT-specific Handling practices are not intended to be novel. Section 7 C.F.R. 
§205.201 requires that the OSP describe the management practices and physical barriers 
employed to prevent commingling of Organic and nonorganic products on an Organic or a 
Split Operation. Protective practices to prevent Organic products from contacting 
prohibited substances that could compromise the integrity of the Organic products are 
required under 7 C.F.R. §205.272. The same practices regarding receipt, storage, 
Segregation, contact with non-compliant materials and commingling that govern Organic 
Operations are sufficient to demonstrate compliance with The OPT Grass-Fed Program, 
provided they are separately identified as OPT-compliant practice standards. See: 
 

• NOP Guidance No. 5025, “Guidance Commingling and Contamination 
Prevention in Organic Production and Handling” (July 22, 2011); and 
 

• NOP § 205.302 and SOE preamble (88 FR 3548 begins on p. 3600) and 
OILC Course NOP-210 Keep it Organic When Handling and Processing.. 

  
C. No Prohibition on OPT Action in the Event of NOP Inaction  

  
The absence of a specific difference between the NOP and the OPT Grass-Fed Program 
does not in all cases mean the outcome of review of a Handling practice will be identical.  
Nor does it mean that NOP acceptance of a practice or OPT Certifier decision necessarily 
and in all cases means OPT acceptance of the same practice or decision.  As noted in the 
Federalism Principles Section in this Program Manual, the OPT may act in the absence of 
action by the NOP on matters and questions arising under apparently identical Standards.  
See: Appendix E, Section II.  

  
 XIII.  Composition and Labeling of Products from OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operations  

  
The OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program authorizes the use of its 
Program Seal on qualified products by a Licensing Agreement executed between the OPT 
and the OPT GF-Certified Operation. In addition, OPT GF-Certified Operations may 
refer to the use of OPT GF-Certified ingredients or contents directly on a product’s 
packaging or label.   

 
  

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.201
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.201
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.272
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/5025.pdf
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A. OPT Certifier Review and Approval of Labeling Claims 
 

OPT-Accredited Certifiers are authorized to conduct initial label reviews and make final 
determinations regarding whether a consumer-facing product label or packaging and 
marketing claims made there on are compliant with the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Program. 
The purpose of review is to ensure that each reference to the OPT Grass-Fed Program to 
consumers is accurate, truthful, and non-deceptive and comports with the goals and 
mission of the OPT to a reasonable certainty. OPT Certifiers may submit labels to the 
OPT for consideration and decision as warranted. 

 
B. Percentage Labeling Claims 

 
1. Use of 100% Term 

 
a. The term “100%” may not be used except in accordance with the NOP 

regulations.  
 

b. Moreover, the term “100%” should not be used: 
 

i. On packaging or labeling of an OPT Grass-Fed Certified product in the 
same phrase with the word “Organic” (or it would risk violating the binding 
federal Organic product classifications and that have been expressly 
adopted by the OPT). 

 
ii. In the same phrase with the term “Certification” or “Certified” except to 

indicate the product’s ingredients are sourced solely from OPT GF-
Certified Production Operations (e.g., “100% Certified Grass-Fed Organic 
Farms”); and 

 
iii. To suggest the OPT Grass-Fed Program verifies an animal is “100% Grass-

fed.” Thus, “100% Certified Grass-Fed Organic Farms” is acceptable, but 
“100% Certified Grass-Fed Organic Cows” is not acceptable. 

 
c. We discourage the use of the term 100% in reference to OPT Grass-Fed 

certification. Any claims of 100% must be accurate claims. Claiming a 100% 
grass-fed diet as a result of OPT Grass-Fed Organic certification is inaccurate 
given allowances for non-grass based feeds which may be fed per Section V. 
Livestock Diet – Allowed, Restricted and Prohibited Feedstuffs. Likewise it is 
imperative to avoid claims of 100% if they are in conflict with the requirements 
set forth in NOP 205.301(a). 
 

d. Operations may use the term 100% at their own risk per the following guidelines:  
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i. Romance copies on the packaging or labels suggesting that OPT 
Certification verifies a 100% Grass based diet is not acceptable. “100%” 
should not be used to suggest the OPT program verifies an animal is 
“100% grass-fed.”  Thus, “100% Certified Grass-Fed Organic Farm(s)” 
may be acceptable but “100% Certified Grass-Fed Organic Cows” is not 
acceptable. Examples of claims: 
 

1. Prohibited: 
 

a. 100% certified grass-fed [generic products i.e. dairy, meat, 
milk, yogurt, etc.] 
 

b. 100% Grass-fed [generic products i.e. dairy, meat, milk, 
yogurt, etc.] 
 

c. 100% certified grass-fed [sheep, goats, cows]  
 

2. Allowed at operator risk: 
a. Certified 100% Grass-Fed [Farm, Ranch, Operation, Dairy 

Farm]:  Allowed as long as certified operation is not a split 
operation.  
 

b. Certified Grass-Fed [Farm, Ranch, Operation, Dairy Farm]: 
Allowed as long as certified operation is not a split 
operation.  

 
c. Certified 100% Grass-fed (no modifier): Allowed as long as 

product is in conformance with NOP 205.301(a) 
 

d. 100% Grass-fed (no modifier): Allowed at operator risk and 
should be factual 

 
3. The above is not an exhaustive list of allowed and prohibited 

examples of the term 100%. If certifiers need additional case-by-
case guidance, please contact OPT to discuss.  
 

C. “Certified Grass-Fed Organic” Multi-Ingredient Products 
  

If a multi-ingredient product is composed of 95%-99% OPT Grass-Fed Program-
compliant ingredients it may be labeled “Certified Grass-Fed Organic [ingredient 
described]” provided, the remaining content of the product must comply with Organic 
requirements and in no case shall it contain an ingredient in a form Certified to the 
OPT Grass-Fed Program and in the same form but not Certified to the OPT Grass-Fed 
Program  
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D. “Made with Certified Grass-Fed Organic Ingredients”  

  
If a multi-ingredient product is composed of 70%-94% OPT Grass-Fed Program-
compliant ingredients it may be labeled “Contains Certified Grass-Fed Organic 
[ingredient described]” or “Made With Certified Grass-Fed Organic [ingredient 
described],” provided, the remaining content of the product must comply with 
Organic requirements and in no case shall it contain an ingredient in a form Certified 
to The OPT Grass-Fed Program and in the same form but not Certified to The OPT 
Grass-Fed Program.  
 

 
XIV.   Use of the OPT Licensed Trademarks   

  
The requirements and governing principles for the use of the OPT Licensed Trademarks 
are set forth in a separate licensing agreement between the sellers of consumer-facing 
products and the OPT.  OPT Certifiers do not enter into licensing agreements on behalf of 
OPT.  Upon OPT Certification of an Operation using the Seal (see Program Manual section 
XIV(B)), please inform OPT with their exact Operation name and contact information.  

 
A. Required Licensing Agreement between Certified Operations and OPT 

 
The OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Seal (“the Seal”) and claim may be used only on 
consumer-facing products by Certified Operations that have entered into a licensing 
agreement with OPT and pay their licensing fee to OPT.  

 
B. Licensing Fee 

 
An OPT Seal licensing fee is applicable solely to Certified Operations that place the OPT 
Certified Grass-Fed Organic Seal on consumer-facing packaging. The fee is assessed by 
and remitted directly to OPT as authorized under the licensing agreement. OPT may 
request verification from the Certifier that the sales figures are accurate.  
 

C. OPT Certifier Role in Enforcement 
 
1. OPT Certifiers must: 

 
a. Notify each OPT GF-Certified Operation that it may use the OPT Certified 

Grass-Fed Organic Seal (“OPT Seal”) solely after entering into a licensing 
agreement directly with OPT; 

 
b. Report to OPT those OPT GF-Certified Operations that intend to use the OPT 

Seal; 
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c. Report to OPT any misuse of the OPT Seal that is observed during the 
Certification term; and 

 
d. Provide a list of OPT GF-Certified Handling/Processing Operations to the 

Program Director and routinely update their status. 
 

1. OPT may suspend or revoke any Seal licensing agreement but shall do so directly 
with the counterparty and without intervention of the accredited OPT Certifier. Such 
suspension will not immediately affect the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Certification of 
the Operation. 

 
XV.  Complaints from Applicants, OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operations, and Third Parties  

 
A. General  

  
Each OPT Certifier may maintain its existing process for disposition of complaints it 
receives from applicants, OPT GF-Certified Operations and third parties regarding an OPT 
GF-Certified Operation or the OPT Certifier itself. The following procedures should be, at 
a minimum, observed.  
 

B. Complaints Regarding OPT Certifiers and OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operations  
  

Any person may submit a complaint to an OPT Certifier or OPT alleging an OPT GF-
Certified Operation or an OPT Certifier has failed to or has negligently discharged a 
required duty, provided that the person alleges he or she is materially and adversely 
affected by the actions complained of.  A person may include a legal entity that is not an 
individual.   

  
1. An unsigned, or anonymous complaint should generally not be accepted unless 

sufficient indication of its merit is apparent on the face of the complaint.  
  
2. An OPT Certifier may choose to forward a complaint filed against the OPT Certifier 

to OPT but need not do so.  If the OPT Certifier chooses not to forward the 
complaint, it shall provide Notice to the complainant that the complainant may 
appeal the final action taken by the OPT Certifier to the Program Director.   

 
C. Complaints Regarding Misuse of Licensed Trademarks or Misrepresentation of 

Products 
  

Any person may submit a complaint to an OPT Certifier or OPT alleging a person or entity 
is misusing the OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Seal or misrepresenting OPT GF-
Certified products in the marketplace.  A complainant does not need to allege he or she is 
materially and adversely affected by the actions complained of.  An unsigned, or 
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anonymous complaint will generally not be accepted unless sufficient indicia of its merit 
appear on the face of the complaint.  The following procedure should be observed.  

  
1. All complaints received from third parties, in whatever form, should be submitted 

or forwarded to OPT.  
 

2. All complaints initiated by OPT Certifiers or OPT GF-Certified Operations shall be 
submitted to OPT in writing, be signed by the complainant and state facts alleging 
the misconduct with sufficient particularity to permit a meaningful investigation as 
well as a meaningful response by the target of the complaint.     
  

3. All complaints will be assessed on a case-by-case basis unless the allegation 
involves a factual nexus that is shared by multiple OPT Certifiers or OPT GF-
Certified Operations.  

 
4. OPT will acknowledge receipt, investigate, and seek any rebuttal information from 

affected parties that is reasonably available. Appropriate action will be taken, in 
writing, upon development and review of the fullest record possible. 
    

D. Confidentiality  
  

OPT shall treat each complaint received as Confidential Information unless a failure to 
publicly disclose or act would immediately endanger human or animal health and 
wellbeing or threaten immediate and irreparable economic harm on an uninvolved third 
party.  Confidentiality may not be appropriate on other grounds and shall be assessed on a 
case-by-case basis.   

  
E. Cooperation of OPT Certifiers and OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operations  

 
OPT Certifiers and OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operations are required to cooperate with 
OPT regarding any investigation.  A failure to meaningfully cooperate may result in 
adverse consequences to the OPT Accreditation or OPT GF Certification, as appropriate.  

 
F. Notice of Non-Compliance to OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operations 

 
OPT Certifiers should follow any NOP-acceptable process for the assessment and 
disposition of Noncompliances at applicant Operations. The OPT Certifier has the 
discretion to determine whether a Noncompliance may be helpfully characterized as 
“major” or “minor” provided that, in no case shall the plain meaning of specific language 
in the OPT Standards or unambiguous guidance in the Program Manual be disregarded. 

  
XVI.   Appeals of Certification Decisions   
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Each OPT Certifier may maintain its existing process for disposition of appeals of Adverse 
Actions it takes with regard to applicants or OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operations. Certifiers 
should generally follow NOP Instruction No. 4002: “Enforcement of the USDA Organic 
Regulations: Penalty Matrix” (Mar. 20, 2024). The following procedures should be, at a 
minimum, observed.  

 
A. Appeals of Adverse Actions taken by OPT Certifiers under the OPT Grass-Fed Program 

shall be submitted in writing to the OPT Certifier having taken the challenged action.  
The appeal may be shared with OPT at the discretion of the OPT Certifier.    
 
1. The OPT Certifier shall thereafter timely render a decision on the appeal in writing, 

a copy of which shall be submitted to OPT; and  
  

2. If the appealing party is dissatisfied with the outcome, it may submit an appeal of 
the decision to OPT and shall serve a copy of the appeal on the OPT Certifier who 
shall thereafter forward to OPT any portions of the OPT GF Certification and appeal 
record necessary to the proper disposition of the complaint; and  

  
3. If the OPT Certifier shares the substance of the appeal with OPT before disposition, 

it shall waive any claim hereunder that Or may not hear the appeal.  
  
B. Appeals of adverse OPT Accreditation decisions taken by OPT shall be directly 

submitted, in writing, to OPT.    
 

C. Examples of Adverse Actions that may be appealed include:  
 

1. Proposed suspension of OPT Grass-Fed Certification or Accreditation;  
 

2. Proposed revocation of OPT Grass-Fed Certification or Accreditation;  
 

3. Denial of OPT Grass-Fed Certification or Accreditation;  
 

4. Combined OPT Grass-Fed Program Notice of Noncompliance and proposed 
suspension or revocation;  
 

5. Cease and desist Notice;  
 

6. Denial of reinstatement; and  
 

7. Failure to properly discharge a complaint lodged against the OPT Certifier. 
 

This list is not exhaustive and is subject to change.  
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XVII.   Petitions   
  
A. Variance     
  
Any OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operation, or any OPT Certifier may Petition the OPT to 
grant a Variance from any OPT Grass-Fed Program provision on facts specific to that party 
or as it is generally applied to each OPT GF-Certified Operation affected by the Standard 
to which the Variance request is directed.  OPT shall prepare a summary of the request for 
submission to the OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program Steering 
Committee for review and decision. Variance requests require submission of clear and 
convincing evidence of the need for the Variance.  Petitioners for a Variance should 
consider the procedures and grounds set forth in NOP Guidance No. 2606 (Nov. 20, 2015) 
for assistance. The Petition shall be lodged with the Program directly at 
admin@organicplustrust.com. 
 
 
B. Program Amendment  
 
Any OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operation, or any OPT Certifier may Petition the OPT to 
amend any Standard in its program or add or delete any Standard. Petitions to amend in the 
foregoing manner shall include facts generally applicable to every OPT GF-Certified 
Operation under the program and state with specificity the proposed alternative and the 
consequences of any failure to act. The Program Director shall prepare a summary of the 
request for submission to the Steering Committee for review and decision if and when the 
Petition is requested to be acted on outside of the update schedule outlined in section VI of 
Appendix D. 

  
B. Submission 
  
Petitions for an OPT Grass-Fed Program Variance shall be lodged with OPT directly via 
email at admin@organicplustrust.com or the Web Portal and shall state with sufficient 
particularity the grounds for granting the Variance or for amending the Standards. Each 
Petitioner agrees to the following statement. 

 
 

 “To my best knowledge and belief:   
  
o This Petition includes all information and views upon which the Petition relies; and  

  
o This Petition includes representative data and/or information known to the Petitioner 

which are unfavorable to the Petition; and   
  

mailto:admin@organicplustrust.com
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o I have taken reasonable steps to ensure that any representative data and/or information 
which are unfavorable to the Petition were disclosed to me.   

  
o If I received or expect to receive payments, including cash and other forms of 

consideration, to file this information or its contents, I received or expect to receive 
those payments from the following persons or organizations: [Name].  

  
o I verify that the foregoing is true and correct as of the date of the submission of this 

Petition.”  
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Appendix A 
 

Definitions 
 

See Appendix A of the Standards for the full list of Definitions. 
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Appendix B 
 

REFERENCES 
 

 Organic Recordkeeping: Guides, Templates and Other Resources | Agricultural Marketing 
Service (usda.gov) :  

“Guide for Organic Livestock Producers” (November 2012); and “CAP-138 Resource 
Inventory Supplement - Livestock Production” (April 16, 2015)  

  
NOP § 205.103, § 205.201, § 205.406(a) and OILC Course NOP-140 Recordkeeping. Formerly 
NOP Guidance No. 2602: “Recordkeeping” (Jul. 22, 2011)   
  
NOP Guidance No. 2615: “Organic System Plans, Organic System Plan Updates, and 
Notification of Changes” (Mar. 20, 2024)  
  
NOP Guidance No. 5025: “Guidance Commingling and Contamination Prevention in  
Organic Production and Handling” (July 22, 2011)  
  
NOP Guidance No. 5030: “Evaluating Allowed Ingredients and Sources of Vitamins and 
Minerals for Organic Livestock Feed” (March 4, 2013)  
  
NOP Instruction No. 2603: “Certificates” (Mar. 20, 2024)  
  
NOP Guidance No. 5017 (Series 5017-1 to 5017-7): “DMI Information for Access to Pasture” 
provides detailed information regarding Pasture access and management and is now located 
here: Organic Recordkeeping: Guides, Templates and Other Resources | Agricultural 
Marketing Service (usda.gov) 
  
NOP Guidance No. 2601: “The Organic Certification Process” (Mar. 20, 2024) 
 
NOP Guidance No. 2606: “Processing Requests for Temporary Variances” (Nov. 20, 2015) 
 
NOP Instruction No. 4002: “Enforcement of the USDA Organic Regulations: Penalty Matrix” 
(Mar. 20, 2024) 
 
 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Program%20Handbk_TOC.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Program%20Handbk_TOC.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Program%20Handbk_TOC.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2602.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2615.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/5025.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/5030.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2603.pdf
http://dairyprogramhearing.com/getfileccc9ccc9.pdf?dDocName=STELPRDC5096778
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/organic-records#LivestockFeed
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/organic-records#LivestockFeed
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2601.pdf
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Appendix C 
  

OPT ACCREDITATION PROGRAM BACKGROUND13 
 

I. A Public “Benefit” Company that Extends Organic’s Reach  
  
A. The Organic Plus Trust Inc., (“OPT”) is organized as a “public benefit” company. 

OPT’s charter dedicates it to the public benefit of improvement in human, farm animal, 
and environmental health by expanding upon existing federal Organic Production and 
Handling Standards and verification tools to meet business and consumer preferences.   

 
B. Existing federal Organic Certification standards and NOP Accreditation performance 

requirements are the OPT’s conformance baseline. OPT’s principal activity is the 
cooperative development of Production and Handling Standards and supply chain 
oversight mechanisms that extend, expand, and bolster the existing requirements for 
Organic Operations and ACAs.  

 
C. Funding for the OPT’s work is expected to primarily derive from small administrative 

fees and a licensing program for the use of its Licensed Trademarks.  
 

D. OPT is not directly affiliated with an ACA and is not an OPT-Accredited Certification 
body (“OPT Certifier”). 

 
II. The OPT Standards Modules  

  
A. Starting with federal Organic requirements allows OPT to develop its own Standards 

in a highly targeted, consumer sensitive manner. These Standards are referred to as 
“modules” because they presently are designed to supplement existing Organic 
Certifications.  

  
B. OPT modules are published under a Creative Commons copyright license for no fee.14 

The OPT Grass-Fed Program Manual© may be used under the Creative Commons 
copyright.  

 
C. The Program Manual will be updated periodically, with the most recent version located 

in the “Documents” section of the OPT website and in the OPT Web Portal.  
 

D. OPT develops its Standards by an open and inclusive process that involves diverse 
opinions. OPT conducts ongoing review of each module’s Standards by stakeholder 

 
 
14 The License is referred to as the “Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivatives 4.0 International” and can be 
viewed at www.creativecommons.org/licenses/  
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open forums and Advisory Committees and through a standards development process 
as outlined in Appendix D. 

  
E. A module-specific Steering Committee oversees Standards development and 

maintenance.  
  

VI. The OPT Module: “The OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™”  
  
A. The absence of a consistent national Production standard for “Grass-fed” Livestock 

product marketing claims and the lack of full supply chain verification programs led to 
the development of the “OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™” 
(hereinafter “The OPT Grass-Fed Program”).  

 
B. The development of the Production, Handling and Accreditation Standards Program 

lasted approximately two years and included many stakeholders in the “Grass-fed” 
Livestock movement including two ACAs:  The Northeast Organic Farming 
Association of New York (“NOFA-NY”) and Pennsylvania Certified Organic (“PCO”).    

 
C. To market products under the OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™, 

the involved Production and Handling OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operations must be 
both certified Organic under NOP and Certified to a specific OPT Standard.  

 
D. The OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™ module is in a style and 

format that tracks NOP regulations.  
 

E. The OPT will conduct OPT Accreditation assessments of ACAs and support the OPT 
Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program Steering Committee in its management 
of the ongoing Production, Handling, and Accreditation Standards development 
processes. See below. 
  

IV. The OPT Accreditation Program  
 

A. OPT Grass-Fed Certification Services are provided solely by ACAs that have received 
a module specific to Accreditation by OPT. OPT is not a certifying body and conducts 
no Certifications.  

 
B. All federal requirements applicable to Accreditation, inspection and Organic 

Certification through ACAs will be maintained and be fully operative in the OPT Grass-
Fed Certification process, including all ethical responsibilities.  

 
C. An OPT module specific OPT GF Certificate of Accreditation will be provided to 

ACAs that are accredited by OPT.  An OPT Grass-Fed Certificate of Compliance will 
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be used for each OPT GF-Certified Operation to ensure consistent identification of 
compliant products throughout the supply chain.  

 
V. The OPT Accreditation Program  

  
A. Only ACAs are eligible to seek Accreditation to provide Certification Services for the 

OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™.      
 

B. The OPT Accreditation Program does not replicate the cost and effort of a federal 
certifying agent Accreditation by NOP: it builds on it. Existing NOP Accreditation 
regulations and policies are incorporated into the OPT Certification Services 
Agreement.     

 
C. The initial assessment, ongoing oversight, and reassessment of an OPT Certifier are 

described below.  
  

1. Application for Accreditation  
  

     To determine the eligibility of an ACA for OPT Accreditation, OPT requires 
submission of an Application that includes:  
 

a. Proof of Accreditation as a federal Organic certifying agent (ACA) under the 
NOP; 
 

b. Designation of the scope of OPT Accreditation sought (Producer or Handler);  
 

c. Copy of any Grass-fed practice standards for Producers or Handlers currently in 
use or anticipated for use under the OPT Grass-Fed Program; and  
 

d. The ACA’s Certification services policy manual or program manual.  
  
2. Required OPT Grass-Fed Program Training    

  
OPT Certifiers are expected to be able to fully implement the latest published edition 
of the OPT Grass-Fed Program Manual and Standards. OPT expects applicant ACAs 
to participate in any OPT-offered online training webinars. The training has three 
purposes. First, it seeks to familiarize OPT Certifiers with the module’s unique 
requirements that extend certain Organic practices or restrict the use of certain 
accepted materials or practices. Second, it is an opportunity to discuss the underlying 
program Standards and the general terms of service. Third, it is a forum for other 
questions ACAs might have regarding the OPT and its Certified Grass-Fed Organic 
Livestock Program™.  
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3. Possible Site Visit and Additional Information  
  

If, after the training is completed, and all requested documents are in the OPT 
possession, and before the Certification Services Agreement is executed, any 
additional information is needed or in the rare case where a site visit is deemed 
necessary, the applicant shall be notified in writing.  Such a visit would be conducted 
at the applicant’s expense. 

  
4. OPT Accreditation Decision and Duration of OPT Accreditation  

 
a. If  OPT finds, on the basis of the Application that the applicant does not meet 

the eligibility requirements, the applicant shall be advised in writing.  
 

b. Upon submission of the required information and completion of the required 
training, a Certification Services Agreement shall be provided and thereafter 
executed between the parties. OPT Accreditation is complete after execution of 
the Certification Services Agreement. The initial term of OPT Accreditation 
shall be for the duration of one year.  

 
5. Certificate of OPT Accreditation  
  

Each OPT-accredited entity will receive an OPT GF Certificate of Accreditation 
bearing the scope of the Accreditation and an expiration date indicating the duration 
of one year. The OPT GF Certificate of Accreditation is sent by OPT electronically to 
the OPT Certifier once all Accreditation requirements have been met.  

  
6. Appeal  

  
An adverse decision regarding OPT Accreditation, other than eligibility, must be 
corrected as instructed by the Program or may be appealed. The OPT Certifier shall 
submit an appeal request within 30 days of the decision.  

  
7. Ongoing Oversight and Renewal   

  
The OPT will from time to time seek information from OPT Certifiers and prior to 
expiration of the Certification Services Agreement, OPT will set forth a renewal 
process for OPT Accreditation.  

 
OPT Certifiers are expected to be able to fully implement the latest published edition 
of the OPT Grass-Fed Program Manual and Standards. 
 

8. Certification Services Agreement 
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A. Each accredited OPT Certifier will execute a Certification Services Agreement 
with OPT prior to undertaking to provide Certification Services.  The Agreement 
sets forth contractual obligations of each party and works in conjunction with the 
OPT Grass-Fed Program Materials, the OPT Ancillary Materials and the OPT 
Certification Service Materials.   
 

B. The Certification Services Agreement shall be terminated when there is a 
cessation of business activity as an ACA. Otherwise, the OPT Certifier may cease 
performing Certification Services in accordance with the Agreement.  

 
9. Forms, Documents, and Certificate Issuance Mechanism 

 
a. OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™ Web Portal 

 
The OPT Grass-Fed Program Web Portal is intended to be the source of all OPT 
GF Program-generated documents and repository of all documents submitted to  
OPT.  

 
b. Certification Services Materials 

 
Each OPT Certifier may develop and use its own Certification Services Materials 
as defined in Appendix A. They must be submitted to and approved by OPT. 
Materials that are not covered by this definition do not need pre-approval. 
However, in no case should marketing materials of any sort misrepresent the OPT 
GF Program or the OPT Certifier’s relationship to it. The OPT Grass-Fed Organic 
Seal may be used for marketing purposes by an OPT Certifier.  

  
c. OPT Grass-Fed Organic Certificates of Compliance  

 
OPT Grass-Fed Organic Certificates of Compliance are issued solely through the 
OPT Grass-Fed Program Web Portal or, if the system is down, OPT shall issue a 
Certificate. Each Certificate will be uniquely numbered by the Certificate 
generator in the Portal. All documents supporting issuance of the Certificate must 
be uploaded by the OPT Certifier into the Portal. If the Web Portal is undergoing 
maintenance, the sole method of generation for Certificates of Compliance is by 
direct electronic submission of the Certification packet documents (Operation 
Application, Inspection Report, and Review Summary/Report) to the Program 
Director. OPT Certifiers do not need to receive OPT approval before accessing 
the Web Portal to issue a Certificate. 

 
The aim of the Certificate generator is ease of use and to harmonize the 
representation of the OPT GF Program in the marketplace. Each Certificate issued 
contains mandatory language and reference to the OPT GF Program. 
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10. OPT Accreditation Fee, Program Fees, and Licensing (Seal-Usage) Fees  
  
 The following types of fees must be remitted to OPT: 

 
a. An administrative fee of $150.00 that each OPT-Accredited Certifier must remit 

to OPT for each Production Operation or Handling/Processing Operation that is 
OPT Grass-Fed Certified.  

 
b. An OPT Grass-Fed Organic Seal licensing fee applicable solely to OPT GF-

Certified Handlers that place the Seal on consumer-facing packaging. This fee is 
assessed by and remitted directly to OPT via a licensing agreement OPT has with 
each Seal user. 

  
11. Certification Fees for Service  

 
Each OPT Certifier may set its own, non-discriminatory, fees for offering OPT 
modules to its clients.  
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Appendix D 
  

GOVERNANCE OF THE OPT GRASS-FED STANDARDS 
DEVELOPMENT  

 
I. OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™ Steering Committee  

  
A. The OPT Steering Committee oversees the ongoing work on the OPT Grass-Fed Program  

and Standards.  The goal of the Steering Committee is to review and approve 
modifications to the Standards, offer governance to program administration, represent the 
program in a favorable image and support the growth and development of the program.  
 

B. The Steering Committee shall consist of not less than 3 and not more than seven seats. 
The representation of the Steering Committee shall include industry stakeholders 
including but not limited to OPT certified farmers and handlers, OPT accredited 
certification agencies, animal welfare/nutritionists, advocacy/consumer focused 
organizations.  

 
C. Steering Committee members serve for a renewable term of three years beginning on 

February 1st. Terms may begin at varying times of the year in the event of unexpected 
resignation or turnover.  

 
D. Prospective Steering Committee members will submit a letter of interest, bio, and resume 

to the Organic Plus Trust Program Director at admin@organicplustrust.com. In an effort 
to broaden representation, individuals from a business/organization already represented 
on the Steering Committee will not be eligible to serve simultaneously. Prospective 
members that have engaged in an Advisory Committee role or participated in the 
Standards Development process outlined in section VI of Appendix D will be given 
priority. 

 
E. All active Steering Committee members will attend an annual onboarding/refresher 

meeting.  
 

II. Steering Committee Meeting Processes 
 

A. Roberts Rules and Guidelines  
  

The Steering Committee shall act in general accordance with Roberts’ Rules and the 
principles set forth below, as may be developed or revised from time to time.  

 
B. Meeting Sites and Frequency 
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The Steering Committee will meet at least four times per year either in person or virtually. 
It is acceptable for Steering Committee business, including voting on motions, to be 
conducted by teleconference, videoconference, and email.  

 
III. Supermajority  
 

A 2/3 supermajority of a quorum of the Steering Committee is required to adopt a new 
Standard or an amendment to existing Standard by the Steering Committee,  

  
IV. No Conflicts  

  
In no case shall an OPT Grass-Fed Program Standard be adopted that is in direct conflict 
with a corresponding federal Organic requirement. The federal NOP Organic standards are 
the baseline standards for the OPT Grass-Fed Program. 

  
V. Antitrust Policy   

  
The OPT Grass-Fed Program shall be developed in accordance with applicable antitrust 
and competition laws and meetings amongst competitors to develop such Standards are to 
be conducted in accordance therewith.  

 
 

VI. Updates to the OPT Grass-Fed Program Manual and Standards 

A. The Annual Update includes an administrative review of standards, and the finalized 
version will be released. A Full Revision of standards includes an in-depth revision 
with involvement from materially affected parties and the finalized version will be 
released every 3 years, though this frequency may be amended as necessary. The most 
recent full revision occurred with Grass-Fed Standards version 4.0_2024.  
 

B. The Update Schedule will be as follows. 
 
Full Revision – Estimated Comment Timeline—Total 175 Days 

 Open Comment Period to materially affected parties 45 Day Comment Period 
 Staff Assessment of Comments Received 20 Days 
 Circulate to respective Advisory Committees 30 Day Comment Period 
 Advisory Committee meetings held, as needed 15 Days 
 Staff assessment of Advisory Committee Comments 15 Days 
 Recirculate to respective Advisory Committee  15 Days 
 Staff assessment of Advisory Committee Comments 5 Days 
 Summary and fully revised version sent to Steering 

Committee 
15 Day Comment Period 

 Staff assessment of Steering Committee comments 5 Days 
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Annual Update – Estimated Comment Timeline—Total 100 Days 
 

 Circulate revised version to Advisory Committees 30 Day Comment Period 
 Staff Assessment of Comments Received 15 Days 
 Recirculate to Advisory Committees 10 Day Comment Period 
 Staff Assessment of comments and circulation to 

Steering Committee 
25 Days  

 Staff Assessment of Comments and submission of final 
version to Steering Committee for approval 

20 Days 

C. Comment Methods 
 

1. Each draft shall be paginated with line numbers.   
2. Comments shall be offered using track changes.   
3. Alternatively, standard editorial signals using strikethrough to indicate deleted 

language and underline to indicate proposed new language. 
4. We also encourage explanations of proposed edits using the convention of 

referring to suggestions as either “technical edits” and “substantive edits.”  These 
comments may be embedded using the “comment” feature or by a separate 
document.   

D. Any materially affected parties may submit comments during the open comment period, 
as announced by the Program, to suggest modifications to the Standards and Program 
manual. Open Meetings with the Advisory Committees will be scheduled and chaired 
by members of the Steering Committee to air comments on Program and Standards 
amendments. Updated standards will be released by September 30th annually.  

 
Any OPT Certifier may bring substantive or technical matters to the attention of OPT at any time 
of the year. However, those issues will be brought forward in the process noted above per section 
VI(A) unless the issue is an extenuating circumstance.  

E. Technical issues (e.g., typos, misspellings, missing words, formatting, and grammatical 
errors) are facially erroneous and immediately correctable.  

 
VII.     The Advisory Committees  

 
The Advisory Committees support the standards development process through analyzing 
standards, making standards recommendations to the Steering Committee, and participating in 
meetings to discuss standards topics. Advisory Committee meetings are open to the public and 
chaired by the OPT Program Director. 

 Finalized version sent to Steering Committee for vote 10 Days 
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A. Meetings will be held as needed, dependent on whether the Standards in question are 
being fully revised, updated annually or when specific topics arise in need of advisory 
consultation. Email communication and additional meetings throughout the year may 
be requested as needed. Agenda for meetings will be based on submission from the 
open comment period or extenuating circumstances that arise out of cycle. 

B.   
 

C. The Advisory Committees shall be open to all materially affected persons or parties 
with regard to the subject or activity. Prospective Advisory Committee members will 
submit their interest in serving to the Organic Plus Trust Program Director at 
admin@organicplustrust.com and indicate desired Advisory Committee noted in 
section VII(C).  

 
D. The Advisory Committees are as follows:    

  
1. Production Standards - This Advisory Committee receives and considers submissions 

concerning desired changes to the OPT Grass-Fed Standards that relate to Production 
(e.g., approval of Supplementary Feedstuffs). 

 
2. Handling Standards - This Advisory Committee receives and considers submissions 

concerning desired changes to the OPT Grass-Fed Standards that relate to Handling. 
 
Supplemental Feedstuffs - This Advisory Committee receives and considers submissions 
concerning desired changes to the Standards relating to Allowed but Restricted 
Supplemental Feedstuffs including, but not limited to Standards section V. in Table 2. 

 
VIII. Committee Process and Participation 

  
A. Openness  

  
Participation in Advisory Committee work shall be open to all persons who are directly 
and materially affected by the activity in question. There shall be no undue financial 
barriers to participation. Membership on a Standards Advisory Committee shall not be 
conditioned upon membership in any organization, nor unreasonably restricted on the basis 
of technical qualifications or other such requirements.  

  
B. Lack of Dominance  

  
The Advisory Committee Standards development process shall not be dominated by any 
single interest category, individual or organization. Dominance means a position or 
exercise of dominant authority, leadership, or influence by reason of superior leverage, 
strength, or representation to the exclusion of fair and equitable consideration of other 
viewpoints.  

  

mailto:admin@organicplustrust.com
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C. Balance  
  

Advisory Committees seek a balance of interests. Participants from diverse interest 
categories shall be sought with the objective of achieving balance.  

  
D. Coordination and Harmonization  

  
Good faith efforts shall be made to resolve potential conflicts between and among Advisory 
Committee recommendations regarding existing Standards that operate in the same market 
space.  

  
E. Notification of Standards Development  

  
Notification of Advisory Committee activity shall be announced in suitable media as 
appropriate to demonstrate an opportunity for participation by all directly and materially 
affected persons.  
 

F. Consideration of Views and Objections  
  

Prompt consideration shall be given to the written views and objections of all Advisory 
Committee participants.  

  
G. Appeals  

  
There are no appeals of final decisions of the Steering Committee. However, a Petition to 
amend the any change the OPT Grass-Fed Program may be submitted per section VI of 
Appendix D. 

 
  

   



  
  

   45  
OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™ 
Program Manual v5.0_2025 

  

Appendix E 
  

OPT CERTIFICATION SERVICES BACKGROUND  
 

I. Certification First Principles  
   
The following first principles govern the delivery of OPT Grass-Fed Certification Services 
and issuance of Certification to a compliant Operation under the OPT Certified Grass-Fed 
Organic Livestock Program™.  

  
A. The OPT Grass-Fed Program is underpinned by the NOP and incorporates to the extent 

reasonably possible the existing federal regulations and federal guidance governing 
ACAs and Organic Operations.  

  
B. Certification Services are delivered under the Certification Services Agreement that 

incorporates the OPT Grass-Fed Program Materials, the applicable OPT Ancillary 
Materials, and the applicable OPT Certification Service Materials, and strives for 
general accordance with NOP Guidance No. 2601, “The Certification Process” (Mar. 
20, 2024). 
  

C. OPT Certifiers may develop their own OPT Certification Service Materials sufficient to 
ensure each OPT GF-Certified Operation has written NOP Practice Standards 15 
reflecting elements necessary to ensure compliance with the OPT Grass-Fed Program, 
which may be contained in an Organic System Plan (“OSP”).  

 
D. Pending an Applicant’s selection of an ACA for combined Organic and Grass-Fed 

Certification, OPT is authorized to conduct desk audits of existing Certified Organic 
Operations for Certification to the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program.  

 
E. The OPT Grass-Fed Program should be construed and applied to maximize the use of 

grazing in each animal’s diet, minimize Grain and Grain-derived materials, and 
maximize animal well-being.  
  

F. OPT Accreditation seeks to ensure the OPT Grass-Fed Program is correctly construed 
and ensures consumers that products bearing the OPT Licensed Trademarks meet a 
consistent standard of identity.  

  
G. OPT Certifiers shall construe and apply the OPT Grass-Fed Program Materials to 

accomplish fundamental fairness to Producers, Handlers, and consumers of OPT Grass-
Fed Certified products and to ensure animal well-being. Fundamental fairness is 
achieved when decisions under the OPT Grass-Fed Program are made (1) in good faith; 

 
15 See 7 C.F.R. §205.2 (“Practice Standards)  

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/2601.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/7/205.2
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(2) with the care that an ordinarily prudent person in a like position would exercise under 
similar circumstances; and (3) in a manner reasonably believed to be in the best interests 
of the public benefit goals of the OPT and the OPT Grass-Fed Program.  
  

H. Certification is a conclusion of present compliance and a determination that future 
compliance is reasonably certain.  

  
I. Technological and programmatic innovation in Certification Services and OPT 

Certification Service Materials is encouraged.  
  

II. Federalism Principles  
  
A. An OPT Grass-Fed Program provision shall be construed and applied to comport with 

the plain meaning of guidance documents, regulations, or Certification and enforcement 
decisions issued by or on behalf of the NOP and to avoid conflicts therewith.  

 
B. OPT Certifiers shall exercise discretion in a manner that accords with its duties under, 

and reflects appropriate deference to the plain meaning of, guidance documents, 
regulations, and Certification and enforcement decisions of the NOP.  

 
C. OPT Certifiers or the OPT may act to discharge OPT-related duties regarding the 

requirements or interests appearing in the OPT Grass-Fed Program or OPT Ancillary 
Materials, where NOP action or inaction has left a such interest demonstrably un-
vindicated, including situations where the OPT and the NOP appear to impose identical 
requirements.  
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Appendix F 
  

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
1. How does my organization become an OPT Certifier?  

 
Only an Accredited Certifying Agent (“ACA”) in good standing with the National Organic 
Program (NOP) can apply.  

 
Applicants need to submit the following documents to become accredited as an OPT Certifier 
by the OPT Grass-Fed Program. 

 
• Copies of any existing Grass-fed standards the applicant ACA may be using or 

implementing. 
 

• Copies of any practice standards or standard operating procedures (SOPs) that the 
applicant ACA has developed for implementation of the OPT Grass-Fed Program. Note 
that if the applicant ACA has developed templates or guidance documents for its 
clients, the OPT Grass-Fed OPT needs to review and approve them. 

 
• Electronic copy of the applicant ACA’s Certification Services Program Manual (the 

document that informs the OPT Grass-Fed Certified Operation about how the ACA 
exercises its discretion and ensures compliance, and the procedures observed to ensure 
fairness). The Manual must include a section on how the ACA deals with complaints 
or appeals of adverse outcomes.  
 
Note: There is no need for the applicant ACA to submit to OPT its entire submission 
for Accreditation under the NOP. Parts of the submission may become relevant as the 
OPT Grass-Fed Program is implemented and may be required at a later time. 

 
2. How does my organization begin offering services as an OPT-Certifier? 

 
• Successfully complete the OPT Certified Grass-Fed Organic Livestock Program™ 

training online, which is designed to ensure competence with the Standards of the OPT 
Grass-Fed Program.  
 

• Execute a Certification Services Agreement with OPT prior to undertaking to provide 
Certification Services. The Agreement sets forth contractual obligations of each party 
and works in conjunction with the OPT Grass-Fed Program Materials, the OPT 
Ancillary Materials and the OPT Certification Service Materials.  
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3. Are OPT Certifiers charged an administrative fee by The OPT Grass-Fed Program? 
 

Each accredited OPT Certifier must remit to OPT an administration fee of $150.00 per 
Production Operation Certified and for each Handling Operation Certified. Note: The 
administration fee payment made by the OPT Certifier to OPT is based on the number of OPT 
Grass-Fed Certifications issued and not the number of On-Site Inspections conducted.  

 
4. How often are OPT Certifier administrative fees due? 

 
OPT Certifiers should submit payments to OPT monthly, sending a list of Operations that were 
OPT Grass-Fed Certified during the previous month and along with the applicable payment 
amount to OPT. 

 
5. How do we make OPT Certifier administrative fee payments to the OPT? 

 
The method of remitting payment to OPT is as follows: 

 
Electronic payments must be made. Please contact admin@organicplustrust.com or 
klopez@organicplustrust.com for payment information. 
 

6. What kind of products are eligible to bear the certification seal of the OPT Grass-Fed 
Program?  

 
Single and multi-ingredient products composed of or containing ingredients derived from 
livestock may be identified as meeting this Program’s standards. Livestock products 
sourced from OPT Certified ruminant livestock that are Handled and processed thereafter 
by a Handling operation certified under the OPT Grass-Fed Program, are eligible to bear 
OPT Grass-Fed Program seals on their packaging and labels.  
 
Use of this Program’s seal is mandatory on all consumer-facing packaging claiming the 
package’s contents, in whole or in part, meet the production and handling requirements of 
this Program. This requirement is without regard to whether the product is composed of a 
single or multiple ingredients. In contrast, the use of OPT Grass-Fed Program seal is 
permitted but not required on bulk container packaging. If the seal is not used, such bulk 
container must bear appropriate descriptive labeling to ensure the contents are properly 
identified as compliant with the OPT Grass-Fed Program. 

 
7. Does OPT conduct label review? 

 
Review of proposed labels and packaging by a certifying agent or OPT is mandatory.  
 

8. Who may affix the seal of this Program on a package or a label? 
 

mailto:admin@organicplustrust.com
mailto:klopez@organicplustrust.com
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Only a farming or Handling operation certified under this Program may deploy the Grass-
Fed Seal on a product’s package or label. Its use must be reviewed and approved by the 
OPT or an OPT Certifier. The OPT seal is required to be used on all consumer facing 
labels that claim the container’s contents meet the OPT Grass-Fed Organic program 
requirements. 

 
9. Is a license required to use the OPT Grass-Fed Organic Seal on packaging or a label?  

 
Yes. Each party seeking to deploy the seal must receive a license from OPT to do so. 

 
10.   Are Retailers or Restaurants considered a “Handler? 
 

Sometimes. Any party that engages in “Handling” or “Processing” of an agricultural 
commodity as that activity is defined by the National Organic Program (“NOP”) is a 
“Handler” under this Program. The definition of Handling is broad but does not include 
end users like restaurants or retailers that do not further process certified products. 
 
Whether an activity not covered in the applicable CFR section rises to the level of 
Handling that requires an entity to be certified is reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
Specifically, guidance is found in the exceptions to certification set forth in 7 CFR. 
§205.101.  
 

11. Does the OPT Grass-Fed Program issue certificates to “producer groups”?  
 

No. This Program does not certify groups; only individual farms or handlers. For 
example, any party that obtains livestock products of multiple certified farming 
operations and thereafter aggregates those products to conduct a bulk transaction to a 
third-party buyer that is not an exempted party under 7 CFR. §205.101 is engaging in 
Handling and must be certified as a Handler. If the downstream purchasing party 
thereafter engages in processing of the bulk product, it too must be certified as a Handler 
under this Program.  

 
12. May I purchase certified OPT Grass-Fed Program ingredients in a bulk container from 

a seller that is not certified under this Program?  
 

Generally, no. But there is a narrow “transshipment exception” that applies when a 
commercial entity receives certified products or ingredients in a sealed container from a 
Handler certified under this Program. The receiving entity is transshipping need not be 
certified under the following scenarios.  
 
Transshipment occurs when party receives a (1) a container bearing the OPT Grass-Fed 
Program seal or labeling placed on that container by the OPT-certified Handler and (2) 
the container is sealed and bears tamper-evident attributes and (3) the container remains 
sealed and is re-shipped with the tamper-evident attributes intact.  
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Transshipment may also occur when a party receives a (1) a container bearing the OPT 
Grass-Fed Program seal or labeling placed on that container by the OPT certified Handler 
and (2) the container is sealed and bears tamper-evident attributes and (3) the container 
holds smaller sealed containers bearing tamper-evident attributes and (4) the smaller 
containers are thereafter re-shipped unopened with the tamper-evident attributes intact.  

 
13. Does a slaughter plant need to be certified to the OPT Program?  
 

Yes. Slaughter facilities engaged in handling and must be certified under the NOP and 
OPT Grass-Fed Program. Additionally, a certified farming operation that slaughters on-
site, is engaging in Handling.  
 

14. What is verified during a Handling inspection?  
 

A Handling inspection confirms (1) observation of operational SOPs while on site 
including appropriate sourcing, segregation, and anti-commingling practices and (2) the 
existence of adequate records and recordkeeping practices to substantiate consistent 
application of the foregoing SOPs.  
 
Depending on the nature of the handling operation and the complexity of the products 
handled, the inspection may be more or less comprehensive. A traceability exercise may 
be conducted to ensure a substantiated chain of custody exists.  
 

15. What is the ‘OPT Portal’?  
 

The OPT portal provides web-based access to information and reports depending on the 
credentials of the portal user. Some information is available to the public, some to the 
certified farming and Handling operations, some to certification agencies and some to 
business users that are not themselves certified. To ensure confidentiality, access to portal 
is restricted. 
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