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QCS SPECIFIC TRADE PRACTICES CERTIFICATION 
LABELLING GUIDELINES AND RULES

An operation that has obtained certification under the QCS Specific Trade Practices (STP) program must adhere to the following guidelines and rules regarding labeling of products, marketing materials and visual claims or references related to the program. 

Once the certification process has been completed and the claims submitted to QCS have been verified the following phrases or a similar language can be used by a certified client to refer to the QCS Specific Trade Practices STP program: 

“The following claims are certified by QCS under their Specific Trade Practices certification”, “Practices certified by QCS” or “Specific Trade Practices certified by QCS”

For all labeling purposes QCS has established the following set rules to be followed at all times:

1. All labels must be reviewed and approved by QCS prior to printing and any product entering the stream of commerce. 

2. A certified product can not make reference to other public or private standards or make any claims such as “fair trade certified”, “beyond fair trade”, “fair trade since __”, “carbon neutral” “certified carbon free”, etc. 

3. The certified product must only refer and make claims related to the specific trade practices certified and listed in the QCS certificate. If additional claims reviewed were not approved by QCS, such claims can not be used in relation to the STP program.
4. If one or any of the claims certified by QCS are related to a specific name, brand, trademark or logo used by the client, a description of such must be provided to QCS for approval and all the related information must be included with the STP application. 
5. The following QCS logo may be used by certified clients to reference the QCS STP program:
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For more information regarding Specific Trade Practices certification, please feel free to contact Quality Certification Services Main Office - Specific Trade Practices (STP) program.
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