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	TEMPORARY VARIANCE ADDENDUM – INDUCED MOLTING
	USDA Organic Regulations §§205.290, 205.238(c)(10)

	On March 27, 2026, the USDA-NOP issued a temporary variance affecting organic layer operations in response to a severe nationwide shortage of replacement chicks caused by ongoing impacts of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI). The variance grants temporary relief from the requirement of 7 CFR §205.238(c)(10), which prohibits the practice of induced molting in organic poultry. 7 CFR §205.2 defines induced molting as “molting that is artificially initiated”. For a period of one year from the date of the NOP notice, organic layer operations within the United States are permitted to induce molting, provided they continue to comply with all other applicable USDA organic regulations. Withdrawal of water and/or feed to induce hens to molt is prohibited.
This temporary variance only applies to organic laying operations located in the United States. The temporary variance expires on March 27, 2027. Complete and submit this addendum to the organic system plan to QCS if you plan to induce molting in your layer flock.

	Operation Name:      
	QCS Entity ID#:      

	Name of person completing this form:      
	Date:      

	Complete the table below. Include the flock(s) where induced molting will occur and the anticipated start and end date of induced molting. 

	Unit Name/#
	# Flocks Managed at One Time
	# Birds/Flock 
	Anticipated Start Date

	Anticipated End Date

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     	
	     
	     
	     
	     

	1. Describe your reasoning for inducing molting instead of sourcing replacement chicks. Include information on hatcheries you’ve contacted, if applicable.      



	2. Describe your methods and management practices to induce molting in your organic flock(s).      

	3. How will you ensure that feed volumes and nutritional requirements will continue to be met, per 205.237(a) and 205.238(a)(2)?      

	4. Will birds be temporarily confined during induced molting? |_| Yes   |_| No
If yes, provide details:      


	5. Will birds continue to have at least 8 hours of light per 24-hour period, but no more than 16 hours of light? 
|_| Yes   |_| No. Please explain:      

	6. How will you monitor and document induced molting practices to ensure they aren’t negatively affecting the health and wellbeing of your laying hens (monitoring flock mortality rates, bird weight loss, egg production, etc.)?      


	7. Describe your recordkeeping practices for induced molting (e.g., how you will document feeding frequency and quantity, temporary confinement, and/or periods of light).      
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