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	Understanding NOP Import Certificates (NOPICs)
The NOP Import Certificate provides detailed information about an organic product being imported into the United States including where it came from and how much is being shipped. This certificate confirms that the product is truly organic as it moves from an organic exporter in another country to an organic importer in the U.S. It helps ensure transparency, meet traceability requirements, and proves that the product can be legally sold in the U.S. as organic.
When an NOP Import Certificate is Required - Section §205.273 of the USDA organic regulations	
Under USDA organic rules, every organic product imported to the United States must have a valid NOP Import Certificate.  The certificate must be created by the certifying agent that oversees the final certified exporter shipping the product. This requirement applies whether the product is certified USDA organic or traded under an equivalence arrangement with another country. See USDA Frequently Asked Questions about Organic Imports and Import Certificates for more details about USDA regulations and policies. 
How to Request a NOP Import Certificate from QCS	
Organic exporters certified by QCS must complete and submit the QCS NOP Import Certificate Request Form and obtain a NOP Import Certificate before shipping organic products to the U.S.  QCS reviews each request to confirm that the organic product and the amount being shipped are valid and organic integrity is maintained. Approved NOP Organic Certificates are generated within the Organic Integrity Database (OID). 
NOP Import Certificates may cover a single organic product or multiple products with the same Harmonized Tarriff (HTS) Code. Each product must be certified organic and appear on the exporter’s Product Verification Form.  The exporter must also provide documentation, such as a contract, that identifies the organic importer. It is essential to submit requests early enough for QCS to review, approve and issue the certificate, and for the exporter to deliver it to the importer or Customs broker before the US Customs filing deadlines.  
Data entry at time of import	
The organic exporter gives the NOP Import Certificate to the U.S. importer. The importer—or their customs broker—enters the certificate information into the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Automated Commercial Environment (ACE) system as part of the normal import filing process.
Importer responsibilities
U.S. organic importers must have a documented system to ensure that the products they receive have a valid NOP Import Certificate and were not treated with prohibited substances (such as fumigants) or exposed to ionizing radiation. If CBP issues an Emergency Action Notification (EAN) indicating that a shipment may have been fumigated, the importer must notify their organic certifier.
Recordkeeping requirements	
All paperwork related to the organic product’s movement—such as purchase orders, bills of lading, sales documents, invoices, and packing lists—must clearly indicate that the product is organic. Both the exporting and importing companies must keep records that meet USDA organic regulations. These records need to provide a clear trail showing:
· Where the product came from
· What it is and how much was shipped, by whom, and how it was transported
· Who owned it at each step
· Who exported and imported it
This documentation ensures that every organic product can be traced and verified throughout the supply chain.


NOP Import Certificate Process Overview


Organic Exporter


Exporter's Organic Certifier 


Customs Broker or Organic Importer


Requests NOP Import Certificate from certifying agent prior to export.


Reviews request for compliance.


Approves or rejects request.


Issues approved NOP Import Certificate in the Organic Integrity Database (OID).


Clearly  identifies and marks all documents as "organic." 


Enters NOP Import Certificate Data into US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Automated Commercial Environment (ACE) system.


Organic Importer


Ensures NOP Import Certificate data is accurate.


Verifies shipment has not had contact with prohibited substances.


Verifies shipment has not been exposed to ionizing radiation.
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